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OLIVK  TREES 

A Monthly  Journal  devoted  to  Missionary  Work  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  U.  S.  A. 

No.  DECEMBER,  1899.  12. 


QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  SOCIAL  STATUS  OF  THE 
NEGRO. 

Rev.  R.  J.  Me  Isaac,  Selma,  Ala. 

There  are  many  questions  for  which  it  is 
not  difficult  to  find  a solution  in  theory, 
but  the  difficulty  arises  when  it  is  sought 
to  apply  this  ready-made  solution  to  actual 
conditions.  Men  theorize  on  the  principles 
of  “ abstract  right,”  forgetting  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  “ abstract  right,”  and 
that  the  right  is  simply  that  which  is  best 
in  given  circumstances.  In  this  way  much 
talent  has  been  wasted  and  much  effort 
misdirected  in  dealing  with  the  problems 
arising  from  the  presence  of  so  large  a 
colored  population  in  our  own  country. 
We  have  been  wont  to  start  out  with  the 
doctrine  of  the  brotherhood  of  man  and 
the  broad  assertions  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  from  these  premises  we 
at  once,  in  theory,  elevate  the  negro  to  a 
position  of  social  and  political  equality 
with  the  whites.  But  in  this  conclusion 
which  seems  to  be  arrived  at  so  logically 
some  very  important  things  have  been 
wholly  overlooked.  No  account  has  been 
taken  of  the  fact  that  political  control,  as 
at  present  exercised  by  the  people  of  en- 
lightened nations,  is  the  product  of  more 
than  a thousand  years  of  experiment  and 
education  in  self-government ; that  it  is  a 
privilege  which  only  a small  proportion  of 
the  people  in  the  world  can  yet  exercise 
with  profit  to  themselves,  and  that  the 


negro,  both  in  his  native  land  of  Africa  and 
in  this  country  during  the  period  of 
slavery,  has  had  no  training  that  would  fit 
him  for  taking  his  place  in  the  governing 
body  of  the  nation. 

Neither  has  any  account  been  taken  of 
the  gradual  evolution  of  our  social  life. 
The  habits  and  customs  of  society  are  not 
something  that  can  be  taken  up  and  laid 
aside  like  a garment.  They  have  grown 
up  with  the  gradual  advancement  which  has 
been  made  by  those  who  for  ages  have  been 
under  the  leavening  influence  of  Christian 
civilization.  The  social  condition  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  doubtless  falls  far  short  of 
perfection,  but  such  as  it  is,  it  is  the  out- 
growth of  a long  process  of  development, 
and  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
this  same  condition  could  be  arrived  at  at 
once  by  a people  who  but  recently,  and 
that  under  rather  unfavorable  conditions, 
have  come  out  of  the  lowest  state  of  bar- 
barism. 

Our  social  life  is  not  something  that  can 
be  analyzed  or  defined,  something  that  can 
be  reduced  to  a series  of  rules  which  could 
soon  be  learned  and  complied  with,  but  it 
is  the  spirit  of  our  civilization,  the  applica- 
tion to  our  every-day  life  of  the  refinement 
of  thought  and  sentiment  that  distin- 
guishes Christian  civilization  from  any 
which  had  previously  existed  in  the  woi’ld. 
It  is  something  that  has  been,  and  probably 
only  can  be,  arrived  at  gradually,  and  a 
close  study  might  show  many  factors  in  its 
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development  which  do  not  at  all  appear 
upon  the  surface.  The  stately  forest  tree 
shows  a trunk  perhaps  of  sixty  feet,  clear 
of  branches  and  with  no  knots  pei’ceptible, 
but  if  we  cleave  it  through  the  heart  we 
see  the  marks  of  limbs  that  were  once 
growing  down  to  the  very  ground,  and 
which,  at  that  stage  of  its  development, 
were  necessary  to  the  life  of  the  tree.  So 
as  we  look  at  the  institutions  of  society  in 
their  present  state  we  do  not  see  those 
auxiliaries  to  their  development  which,  as 
their  usefulness  ceased,  have  been  dropped 
into  forgetfulness  and  completely  obscured 
by  that  very  growth  to  which  they  minis- 
tei'ed.  There  is  no  process  known  to 
nature  or  to  art  by  which  the  fully  de- 
veloped tree  can  be  instantly  produced ; it 
must  have  behind  it  centuries  of  growth. 
So  also  the  institutions  of  society  must 
have  an  organic  growth,  which  in  all  cases 
will  take  some  time,  though  it  may  be  fos- 
tered and  hastened  by  favorable  conditions. 

As  there  are  two  races  in  the  South  as 
far  removed  from  each  other  by  ethnic 
peculiarities  as  any  two  races  in  the  world 
could  be,  so  there  are  social  lines  drawn 
between  these  races  which  seem  as  diffi- 
cult to  obliterate  as  the  racial  peculiarities 
themselves. 

While  there  is  a freedom  of  intercourse 
between  the  white  and  colored  people,  it  is 
only  the  intercourse  of  trade,  of  employer 
and  employed,  of  master  and  servant.  It 
may,  and  often  does,  extend  to  charity  and 
kindly  feeling  and  desire  for  each  other’s 
welfare,  but  it  never  reaches  the  point 
where  the  colored  people  are  recognized  as 
the  social  equals  of  the  whites.  The  least 
admixture  of  negro  blood  is  sufficient  to 
debar  him  in  whose  veins  it  flows  from  ad- 
mission to  the  society  of  the  whites.  This 
is  a state  of  affairs  that  is  not  peculiar  to 
the  southern  part  of  the  United  States,  but 
may  be  found  in  South  Africa  or  any  other 
place  where  like  conditions  prevail.  It  is 


due  in  part  to  that  feeling  of  superiority 
which  is  a characteristic  of  the  Anglo 
Saxon  race ; and  this  consciousness  of 
superiority,  which  prevented  the  mingling 
of  the  Anglo-Saxons  with  the  Indians  as 
the  French  and  Spanish  colonists  in  this 
country  mingled  with  them,  and  which  has 
been  strong  wherever  the  English  have 
gone,  was  intensified  in  the  South  by 
slavery.  They  became  accustomed  to  re- 
gard the  negroes  as  a subject  and  inferior 
race,  and  in  their  unconscious  endeavor  to 
justify  their  holding  of  them  in  slavery,  as 
not  fitted  by  nature  for  any  other  position. 

Since  the  emancipation  they  find  other 
reasons,  too,  for  holdiug  to  the  same 
opinion.  There  has,  indeed,  been  consider- 
able progress  made  by  some  of  the  colored 
people  in  the  acquisition  of  property,  but 
these  are  rather  the  individual  exceptions  ; 
as  a race  they  have  not  made  any  great 
material  advancement.  Since  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  many  hundred  thou- 
sands of  Europeans  have  come  to  our 
shores  with  perhaps  scarcely  a dollar  in 
their  pockets  beyond  their  passage  money, 
and  many  of  them,  too,  with  the  disadvan- 
tage of  speaking  a foreign  language, 
and  yet  in  a few  years  the  majority  of  these 
immigx-ants  have  become  prosperous  trades- 
men and  farmers  and  skilled  workmen  in 
our  mills. 

The  backward  condition  of  the  colored 
people,  then,  is  not  due  only  to  the  lack  of 
capital  with  which  they  had  to  start  nor  to 
the  sei'ious  difficulties  with  which  they  have 
since  had  to  contend,  but  also  to  a lack  of 
thrift  and  enex’gy  and  ambition.  While  no 
degree  of  material  prosperity  -which  the 
negro  might  attain  would  gain  him  social 
recognition  from  the  whites,  yet  the  want 
of  that  prospex-ity  makes  his  position 
harder  and  cuts  him  off  from  advantages 
in  his  competition  with  the  whites  which 
he  might  otherwise  enjoy.  It  is  very  sel- 
dom that  white  laborers  are  xxnder  the 
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employ  of  colored  men,  but  if  the  races  were 
more  equally  matched  in  wealth  this  would 
necessarily  happen  frequently,  and  under 
these  circumstances  the  idea  of  racial 
inferiority  would  be  difficult  to  maintain. 

Another  reason  for  social  discrimination 
is  the  absence  of  any  criterion  of  morals  in 
the  social  life  of  the  negroes.  They  are 
not,  indeed,  wholly  without  some  lines  of 
social  distinction ; they  have  to  a certain 
extent  their  sets  in  which  certain  grades  of 
colored  society  move,  but  the  admission  to 
any  of  these  sets  does  not  depend  on  the 
presence  or  absence  of  any  moral  qualifica- 
tions. Of  course  it  may  be  said  that  the 
same  thing  is  true,  to  some  extent,  of  white 
society,  but  I am  speaking  now  of  the  gen- 
eral rule,  not  of  exceptional  cases.  There 
is  no  guaranty,  then,  of  a colored  person’s 
moral  standing  from  his  social  standing, 
and  even  should  his  moral  character  be 
without  reproach,  yet  his  friends  and  asso- 
ciates may  be  widely  different  from  him  in 
this  regard. 

But  the  chief  reason  for  the  social  disa- 
bilities of  the  negro  is  his  race.  This  is 
the  crucial  point,  and  it  is  one  which  will 
probably  never  be  gotten  over.  In  our 
hope  for  humanity  we  expect,  through 
time  at  least,  to  see  all  other  reasons  for 
the  denial  of  social  equality  removed,  but 
this  is  one  so  indelibly  stamped  by  Nature 
that  it  seems  to  be  wholly  ineradicable.  The 
minor  differences  between  the  immigrants 
of  different  European  nationalities  who 
come  to  our  shores  are  lost  sight  of  in  a 
few  generations  through  a process  of 
assimilation,  but  this  cannot  take  place 
with  the  negro.  True  social  equality  can 
never  exist  between  two  races  that  do  not 
intermarry,  and  there  are  few,  I think,  who 
would  desire  to  recommend  the  intermar- 
riage of  the  white  and  colored  races.  We 
may  as  well  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
negroes  are  a people  so  widely  separated 
from  the  whites  by  race  that  the  amalga- 


mation of  the  two  races  is^neither  practi- 
cable nor  desirable,  and  that  consequently  , 
there  can  never  be  that  freedom  and  inti- 
macy of  social  intercourse  that  is  natural 
between  any  two  peoples  that  are  separated 
by  no  such  impassable  barrier  of  race. 

It  will  be  best  for  the  friends  of  the  negro, 
then,  not  to  strive  after  gaining  for  him  an 
unattainable  social  equality,  but  recogniz- 
ing that  while  God  has  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  He  has  also  determined  the  times 
before  appointed  and  the  bounds  of  their 
habitation.  A type  of  humanity  so  pro- 
nounced as  the  negro  cannot  be  absorbed 
or  obliterated  except  by  its  extinction,  and 
this  is  rendered  out  of  the  question  by  the 
continued  increase  of  this  people  in  our 
borders,  and  its  very  mention  is  repugnant 
to  our  feelings  of  humanity. 

There  are,  then,  in  this  country  two  races, 
living  in  the  same  communities,  mingling 
together  in  the  relationships  that  arise 
from  the  various  pursuits  of  industry  and 
trade,  giving  and  receiving  help  each  to 
each  in  various  charitable  ways,  and  yet 
having  no  intercourse  in  that  closer  rela- 
tionship where  people  meet  as  equals 
around  the  hearth  or  table  in  the  social 
circle. 

What,  then,  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
social  condition  of  the  negro  and  to  elimi- 
nate as  far  as  possible  the  disabilities  under 
which  he  suffers  from  the  denial  to  him  of 
social  recognition?  There  is  no  practical 
use  in  denouncing  the  white  people  of  the 
South  for  their  attitude  toward  the  negro. 
With  certain  modifications  which  are  due 
to  the  presence  of  the  negro  in  their  midst, 
their  civilization  is  the  same  as  ours  They 
are  of  a purer  Anglo-Saxon  stock,  perhaps, 
than  is  to  be  found  in  most  Northern  com- 
munities, and  they  inherit  the  prevailing 
characteristics  of  their  race.  What  they 
do,  then,  it  is  probable  that  we  in  like  cir- 
cumstances would  do  also.  Not  wasting  our 
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energies,  therefore,  on  useless  criticism, 
but  adapting  ourselves  to  present  con- 
ditions, our  object  ought  to  be  to  foster 
kindly  feelings  between  these  races  who 
are  destined  to  live  together,  and,. so  far  as 
practicable,  to  remove  the  disabilities 
under  which  the  negroes  suffer  in  their 
present  social  condition. 

One  of  the  most  serious  of  these  is  that 
they  are  not  admitted  to  employment  along 
with  the  whites.  But  even  whex-e  social 
equality  is  not  accorded,  there  is  no  reason 
why  a white  man  should  regard  it  as  de- 
grading to  woi'k  beside  a negro.  The 
families  of  our  great  capitalists  usually 
move  in  an  exclusive  social  set  of  their 
own,  and  yet  their  sons  are  often  found 
doing  work  in  offices  and  clerkships  side 
by  side  with  other  employes  who  move  in  a 
totally  different  set.  Here  is  no  feeling  of 
degradation  on  the  part  of  the  one  nor  of 
cringing  inferiority  on  the  part  of  the  other, 
but  instead  mutual  respect.  There  is  no 
reason  in  the  nature  of  the  case  why  the 
same  feeling  of  mutual  respect  should  not 
prevail  between  whites  and  negroes  who 
are  employed  at  the  same  work.  Each 
would  have  his  recognized  social  sphere, 
and  this  need  not  enter  as  a distux-bing 
factor  at  all.  This  cannot  be  brought 
* about,  however,  until  the  work  of  the 
colored  help  shall  be  as  satisfactory  to 
employers  as  that  of  the  white.  If  colored 
employes  show  themselves  to  be  equally  as 
capable  and  honest  and  punctual  as  the 
whites,  they  will  gradually  work  into  a 
wider  and  more  remunerative  field  of  em- 
ployment than  is  now  open  to  them,  and 
the  prejudice  that  exists  to  their  occupying 
certain  positions  will  die  away.  There  is 
no  reason  why  those  who  have  colored 
waiters  at  their  table  should  object  to  being 
waited  on  by  colored  salesmen  when  they 
go  shopping.  We  can  expect  that  all  these 
prejudices  which  do  not  have  their  founda- 
tion in  differences  of  x-ace  that  are  indelibly 


stamped  by  Nature  will  eventually  dis- 
appear as  colored  men  and  women  show 
their  fitness  for  places  from  which  they  are 
at  present  virtually  excluded. 

It  is  well  to  l-emember,  however,  that  a 
prejudice  so  universal  as  is  the  race  preju- 
dice in  the  South  is  not  to  be  brushed  aside 
as  something  altogether  unreasonable, 
something  which  does  not  merit  serious 
consideration.  Its  very  prevalence  is  a 
presumption  that  it  has  a pretty  good 
foundation  in  fact.  It  is  not  something 
out  of  which  the  Southern  people  can  be 
reasoned ; the  only  way  is  to  discover  the 
causes  of  it,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  remove 
these,  and  then  the  prejudice  will  be  over- 
thrown for  lack  of  a foundation. 

The  negro  cannot  expect  recognition  and 
favor  on  account  of  his  color.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  world  is  not  carried  on  simply 
in  the  interest  of  philanthropy,  and  a man’s 
being  friendless  or  incompetent  does  not 
aid  him  in  the  race  for  employment.  The 
negro,  like  every  other  man,  must  win  his 
way  to  employment  by  fitting  himself  for 
the  place  within  his  reach  and  by  doing 
honest  work. 

As  the  friends  and  well-wishei-s  of  the 
colored  people  we  ought  candidly  to  recog- 
nize those  failings  in  their  character  which 
especially  hinder  their  advancement  to  a 
position  where  they  shall  enjoy  the  respect 
of  their  white  neighbors,  and  shall  be 
accorded  freedom  to  enter  all  kinds  of  em- 
ployment and  shall  have  secured  to  them 
by  public  opinion  the  full  protection  of  the 
law.  This  can  only  come  with  the  uplift- 
ing of  the  colored  race.  Legislation  has 
been  tried,  but  it  is  a dead  letter  where 
public  opinion  does  not  sustain  it.  Mili- 
tary coercion  would  simply  throw  the 
country  into  anarchy,  and,  pei-haps,  bring 
back  the  reign  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  the 
Whitecap. 

It  is  not  a work  for  soldiers,  nor  to  any 
great  degree  for  statesmen.  It  is  a work 
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that  can  be  accomplished  only  by  the 
efforts  of  Christian  people.  Christian 
morality  in  its  application  to  character 
and  conduct  must  be  instilled  into  these 
people  by  patient  teaching  and  example. 
The  efforts  that  are  being  put  forth  to  give 
them  a Christian  education  must  be  con- 
tinued and  extended.  Before  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  as  it  grows,  silently  filling  the 
whole  world  and  extending  into  the  hearts 
of  men  and  binding  into  one  brotherhood 
Jew  and  Gentile,  Barbarian,  Scythian, 
bond  and  free,  all  unreasoning  race 
prejudices  and  antipathies  shall  melt 
away  and  all  men  will  be  united  together 
as  common  subjects  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace. 


AMONG  THE  CONTRABANDS. 

Historical  statements  are  expected  to  be 
accurate.  Sometimes  they  are  far  from  it. 
In  Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow’s  History  of  the 

R.  P.  Church,  and  under  the  head  of  “Do- 
mestic Missions,”  page  772,  the  author 
says  that  “the  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston,  under 
the  appointment  of  the  Domestic  Board  of 
Missions,  repaired  to  Beaufort,  South  Caro- 
lina, but  was  prevented  by  the  soldiers  from 
establishing  a mission  among  the  Contra- 
bands there.”  How  the  historian  was  led 
into  such  an  inaccuracy  seems  strange. 
The  next  statement  is  still  more  unaccount- 
able. It  says  : “ He  then  went  to  Port 
Royal,  founded  a mission,  and  remained 
until  fall.” 

It  may  not  be  too  late  to  make  the  needed 
correction.  The  facts  are  these:  Under 
the  appointment  of  the  Board,  in  March, 
1862,  Mr.  Johnston  did  repair  to  Beaufort, 

S.  C.,  to  explox-e  and  inaugurate  a mission 
among  the  Contrabands  there,  but  he  was 
not  “prevented  by  the  soldiers  from  doing 
this.’’  On  the  contrary,  some  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  especially  the  military  officers, 
gave  all  possible  and  timely  aid.  Mention 


should  be  made  specially  of  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  and  Col.  Leasure  of  the 
100th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  (the  “Round- 
heads  ”).  And  all  honor  as  well  as 
gratitude  is  due  to  the  Chaplain  of  the  regi- 
ment, Rev.  R.  A.  Browne,  D.  D.,  still  the 
pastor  of  the  First  U.  P.  Church  of  New- 
castle, Pa.  Besides,  the  missionary  re- 
mained in  Beaufort  nearly  two  months, 
preached  nearly  every  Sabbath  and  often  to 
hundreds  of  Contrabands,  opened  both  day 
and  night  schools  among  the  ex-slaves,  and 
continued  to  teach  and  preach  until  the  day 
before  his  departure  North  shortly  before 
the  meeting  of  Synod. 

The  historian’s  second  statement  is  even 
more  inaccurate.  Though  the  missionary 
was  several  times  at  Port  Royal  on  important 
matters  connected  with  his  work,  he  never 
went  thither  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
mission  ; indeed  he  never  thought  of  at- 
tempting it.  Besides,  as  he  was  in  the 
South  not  more  than  two  months  alto- 
gether, he  could  not  have  “ remained  at 
Port  Royal  until  fall.”  How  Mr.  Glasgow 
came  to  make  these  mistakes  does  not  ap- 
pear, for  few  historians  are  so  free  from 
blunders. 

I cannot  close  this  writing  without 
adding  that  Synod,  or  the  Board,  or  some 
one,  made  a great  mistake  in  not  hastening 
to  hold  the  post  and  to  continue  the  work 
and  the  mission  that  had  been  inaugurated 
so  auspiciously  at  Beaufort.  Few  loca- 
tions in  all  the  South  were  more  desirable ; 
and  many  long  years  passed  before  the 
Freedman’s  Mission  was  established  at 
Selma,  Ala. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  the  early 
history  of  the  Southern  Mission,  especially 
in  the  work  among  the  Contrabands,  will 
find  it  written  at  some  length,  as  well  as 
accurately,  in  the  book  “Looking  Back 
from  the  Sunset  Land,”  beginning  at 
Chapter  XXIX , page  282.  N.  R.  J. 
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NEWS  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 


ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — Rev.  James  S.  Stewart 
writes  under  date  of  November  4th  : We 
are  all  in  good  health,  and  all  branches 
of  the  work  going  on  as  usual.  On  last 
Sabbath  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  observed 
at  Gunaimia.  Dr.  Balph  was  with  me. 
Eight  of  the  members  were  away  from 
home,  and  several  were  ill.  Two  persons 
joined  by  profession,  and  the  number  of 
native  members  who  sat  down  at  the  Table 
was  forty  three.  The  Church  there  is  in 
good  condition.  . . . We  have  no  Bible 
reader  there  at  present,  and  there  is  no  one 
among  them  who  can  lead  a Sabbath  meet- 
ing very  satisfactorily.  Perhaps  they  may 
learn  the  value  of  a teacher  by  being  de- 
prived of  his  services  for  awhile. 

Suadia,  Syria. — A letter  from  Miss  Meta 
Cunningham,  written  October  14th,  con- 
tains the  following  item : 

We  opened  both  schools  this  week  with 
a very  large  attendance  of  pupils.  The 
applicants  for  places  in  tbe  boarding 
schools  have  been  numerous.  I was 
grieved  to  have  to  turn  away  so  many 
bright,  intelligent-looking  children.  It  was 
especially  hard  to  have  to  refuse  the  Fella- 
heen girls,  as  in  all  probability  it  is  the  last 
chance  they  will  have  of  being  instructed 
in  the  things  that  pertain  to  everlasting 
life.  At  present  I have  twenty  girls,  all 
that  I can  possibly  find  room  for.  Pro- 
visions of  all  kinds  are  very  dear,  and  there 
is  a good  deal  of  real  suffering  among  the 
poor.  We  have  had  a thunderstorm  this 
week  and  a good  rainfall,  which  will  help 
to  clean  the  place,  and  perhaps  make  the 
health  of  the  people  better.  There  is 
hardly  a house  in  which  there  are  not  two 
or  three  down  with  fever.  This  is  a very 
brief  letter,  but  I have  been  rather  busy 
this  week  with  opening  the  schools,  etc., 


and  would  not  have  written  at  all  only  that 
I wanted  to  let  you  know  that  we  had 
secured  a teacher  for  the  boys’  school. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — Miss  Lizzie  Mc- 
Naughton,  writing  13th  October,  says: 
The  month  of  September  was  spent  house 
cleaning,  laying  in  supplies,  visiting  the 
sick  and  getting  ready  to  open  school.  The 
Boys’  Boarding  School  was  opened  October 
2d.  There  were  35  boys  present  to-day. 
Ten  more  will  enter  the  coming  week.  On 
account  of  lack  of  room  and  means  I was 
forced  to  refuse  40  others.  Of  the  35 
present,  3 are  Fellaheen,  2 Armenian,  12 
Greek  Orthodox,  13  Protestant,  3 Greek 
Catholics  and  2 Maronites.  All  furnish 
their  own  clothes  except  the  Fellaheen  and 
two  orphans.  Nine  pay  something  for 
their  board,  and  four  are  maintained  by 
private  contributions.  All  are  interesting 
boys,  and  their  work  has  been  above  the 
average  for  the  half  month.  Miss  Sterrett 
arrived  on  the  5th  and  opened  her  school 
on  the  9th. 

We  have  had  no  rain  since  June  until 
this  week.  It  began  raining  Tuesday  night, 
and  we  have  been  having  nice  showers  ever 
since.  Our  members  are  returning  from 
the  mountains.  Dr.  Metheny’s  and  Mr. 
Dodds’  families  are  still  in  the'  Guzne,  but 
they  will  soon  be  down  now,  since  Mersina 
is  having  a good  washing  out. 

I’m  quite  strong  and  well  this  year,  and 
hope  to  remain  so. 

In  a letter  dated  Tarsus,  November  1st, 
Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  says  : I spent  five  days 
among  the  Fellaheen  of  the  plains  last 
week.  Wycliffe,  my  little  son,  accompanied 
me  and  also  M.  Machail  Luttoof,  formerly 
of  Suadia.  We  met  a hearty  welcome  in 
many  places  and  made  friends  everywhere. 
We  preached  the  gospel  freely,  and  it  re- 
ceived a favorable  hearing.  We  distributed 
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a number  of  tracts  on  “Faith  and  Works,” 
and  Catechisms.  One  tract  on  the  Messiah- 
ship  of  Christ,  intended  for  Jews,  we  read 
to  one  audience  and  gave  away  to  a man  in 
another  village.  The  Fellaheen  who  heard 
it  read  were  greatly  interested.  We  gave 
away  a few  Testaments  and  one  Bible.  The 
man  who  got  the  Bible  wanted  to  pay  for 
it,  but  we  thought  it  not  right  under  the 
circumstances  to  take  money  for  it. 

Dr.  Metheny  held  a large  clinic  in  Tar- 
sus to-day — so  I am  informed,  but  have 
not  seen  him  yet.  He  purposes  holding 
clinics  there  regularly  every  Tuesday.  I 
think  it  will  do  much  good.  He  and  I are 
going  to  Karadash,  and  we  will  likely  sleep 
in  Fuzne  to-night.  We  hope  to  visit 
villages  between  Karadash  and  Adana. 

Cyprus.  — Rev.  Henry  Easson,  writing 
October  23d,  says : I had  a note  last  week 
from  the  brethren  in  Kyrenia.  They  are 
anxious  to  have  a room  where  they  can  meet 
on  week-day  evenings  and  on  Sabbath  to 
read  the  Bible  and  pray  together,  and  they 
have  made  a box  and  put  it  in  the  care  of  one 
of  the  brethren.  Each  one  puts  in  this  box 
what  he  feels  able  to  give  during  the  week, 
and  at  tbe  end  of  a month  they  will  know 
whether  the  amount  will  justify  them  in 
renting  a room  for  their  meetings.  I hope 
they  will  succeed.  If  they  fall  a little 
short  Mr.  Demitriades  and  Daoud  and 
others  may  help  them,  but  I thought  it 
best  for  them  to  do  what  they  could  for 
themselves.  I think  they  are  growing,  and 
I hope  will  soon  be  able  to  take  the  final 
stand  and  unite  openly  with  the  Church. 

We  started  a Greek  prayer  meeting  in 
the  chapel  last  Friday  evening.  There 
were  23  present.  We  don’t  expect  the 
number  to  be  as  high  as  that  every  night 
for  awhile,  but  we  intend  to  make  the 
meeting  permanent,  and  hope  it  will  grow 
in  numbers  and  be  the  means  of  drawing 
some  more  into  the  preaching  service  on 
the  Sabbath.  We  have  our  prayer  meeting 


for  the  Armenians  on  Thursday  even- 
ings. 

The  Greeks  have  built  a new  high  school 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Nicosia  Road,  a 
little  nearer  the  sea  than  our  chapel,  and 
have  opened  the  school.  It  is  quite  well 
attended.  The  Government  has  arranged 
that  the  people  pay  £50  from  the  school 
fund  and  the  English  residents  the  balance 
of  the  salary  of  an  English  curate,  who  will 
teach  English  in  the  school  and  preach  on 
Sabbath  for  the  Church  of  England  people. 
They  have  one  in  Nicosia  employed  in  this 
way,  and  another  has  come  for  Limassol. 
And  they  expect  one  for  Larnaca  and 
another  for  Bapho,  and  perhaps  Famagusta. 
These  last  two  places  are  doubtful,  for  at 
Bapho  the  Greeks  say  they  can’t  pay  the 
£50,  and  at  Famagusta  there  are  not  Eng- 
lishmen enough  to  pay  the  balance  of  the 
salary.  Of  course  they  will  all  be  like  the 
one  in  Nicosia,  so  “High  Church”  that 
they  will  not  think  it  necessary  to  do  any 
mission  work  in  the  schools.  They  and 
others  like  them  are  trying  to  bring  about 
a union  between  the  English  and  the 
Greek  Churches. 

Mrs.  Easson  is  still  under  the  doctor’s 
care,  but  we  think  improving. 

In  a letter  from  Miss  McNaughton,  of 
Mersina,  Asia  Minor,  who  spent  the  sum- 
mer vacation  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Moore, 
in  Cyprus,  we  find  a short  paragraph 
relating  to  the  work  of  our  medical  mis- 
sionary that  will  be  read  with  special 
interest : Dr.  Moore  spent  a busy  summer 

in  the  village  in  which  we  lived,  holding 
two  clinics  a week,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  80.  There  were  always  two  or 
three  priests  present,  who  paid  the  closest 
attention  to  the  religious  exercises  at  the 
beginning  of  the  clinic,  giving  their  assent 
to  the  prayer  by  calling  out  Amen.  It 
seemed  very  strange  to  me  to  hear  priests 
saying  Amen  to  a Protestant  missionary’s 
prayer,  and  also  to  hear  one  of  our  number 
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giving  a funeral  address  in  a Greek  church, 
and  yet  I have  heard  both  within  the  last 
six  months. 

New  Hebrides. — Quarterly  Jottings  for 
October  has  a letter  from  Rev.  Frank  L. 
Paton,  in  which  he  says:  A few  weeks  ago 
I made  an  earnest  appeal  for  men  and 
women  to  give  up  all  and  consecrate  their 
lives  to  the  work  of  God  on  Tanna.  Nine 
of  our  very  best  men  willingly  offered 
themselves  to  be  trained  for  this  work.  In 
these  men  and  their  wives  we  lay  the 
beginning  of  a native  Christian  ministry. 
They  will  be  specially  trained  for  three 
years,  and  at  the  same  time  act  as  assistant 
teachers  in  their  own  villages.  They  will 
also  assist  in  the  work  generally.  We 
have  not  yet  completed  our  plan,  but  I 
hope  by  next  mail  this  department  of  our 
work  will  be  in  full  swing. 

Sabbath,  2d  July,  was  one  of  our  great 
days  at  Lenukel.  Early  in  the  morning 
the  people  began  to  troop  into  the  Mission 
Station.  It  was  our  communion  Sabbath, 
and  our  church  was  filled  to  the  door.  Mr. 
Hume  and  I both  addressed  the  people  very 
solemnly,  and  then  I had  the  inexpressible 
joy  of  baptizing  25  men  and  women  whom 
God  has  drawn  to  Himself  out  of  heathen- 
ism. Thirty-seven  Tannese  sat  down  with 
us  around  the  Lord’s  table.  It  was  a time 
of  uplifting  and  boly  joy.  How  it  made  us 
long  for  the  time  when  all  the  Tannese 
would  be  members  of  Christ’s  Church.  At 
the  close  of  the  service  the  people  made  an 
offering  to  God  of  £5  7s. 

Greenland. — The  following  interesting 
account  of  the  transference  of  the  Moravian 
Mission  in  Greenland  to  the  Danish  State 
Church  is  taken  from  the  November  num- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Record  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland  : This 
event  marks  a most  important  epoch  in  the 
history  of  a well-known  and  interesting 
mission.  The  earnest  and  persevering 
labors,  extending  over  nearly  170  years,  of 


the  Moravian  brethren  in  Greenland,  have 
been  so  far  crowned  with  success  that  the 
General  Synod, which  this  year  met  at  Herrn- 
hut, decided  with  practical  unanimity  that  the 
time  had  now  come  to  hand  over  the  future 
care  of  the  work  to  the  Danish  State 
Church.  Recognizing  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  mission  ever  becoming  an 
independent  church,  and  having  full  confi- 
dence in  the  ability  and  willingness  of  the 
established  Church  of  the  country  to  pro- 
vide more  efficiently  than  themselves  for 
the  spiritual  needs  of  their  people,  the 
brethren,  it  seems  clear,  have  acted  wisely 
in  taking  this  step.  The  Lutheran  Church 
of  Denmark  is  evangelical  in  its  aims  and 
sympathies ; it  was  represented  on  the  field 
even  earlier  than  the  Moravians  by  the 
apostolic  missionary  pioneer,  Hans  Egede, 
and  his  followers  ; at  present  its  member- 
ship in  Greenland  is  nearly  six  times  that 
of  the  Moravian  mission,  while  its  organiza- 
tion and  resources  are  more  adequate  to 
the  needs  and  conditions  of  the  people. 
The  most  gratifying  consideration,  how- 
ever, is  that  the  work  of  the  mission 
appears  to  be  now  accomplished.  All  the 
West  Coast,  where  the  mission  was  carried 
on,  has  become  professedly  and  practically 
Christian,  and  the  care  of  the  people  there 
becomes  rather  the  work  of  a Christian 
Church  than  that  of  a missionary  organiza- 
tion. With  these  and  other  considerations 
in  view,  the  Synod,  after  the  most  careful 
and  prayerful  deliberation,  resolved,  not 
without  natural  regret,  yet  with  full  confi- 
dence and  hopefulness,  to  hand  over  the 
results  of  their  long-continued  labors  to  the 
care  of  the  Church,  to  which  from  the  very 
first  they  had  regarded  the  mission  as 
auxiliary.  It  cannot  but  be  >p] easing  to 
note  not  only  this  happy  termination  to  a 
noble  missionary  enterprise,  b'ut  also  the 
truly  Christian  spirit  of  brotherhood  in 
which  denominational  differences  are 
subordinated  to  what  is  felt  to  be  the  true 
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welfare  and  progress  of  the  kingdom  of 
Christ.  In  thus  withdrawing  from  Green- 
land, the  brethren  express,  in  this  respect, 
their  warm  thanks  to  all  who  have  taken  an 
interest  in  their  work  there,  and  seek  a 
continuance  of  their  confidence  and  aid, 
especially  in  connection  with  a recent  work 
among  a kindred  people,  the  Eskimos  of 
Alaska.  Such  sympathy  and  prayerful 
remembrance  will  not. we  feel  sure,  be  denied 
to  the  earliest  aud  most  distinctively 
mission  Church  in  Christendom. 

AT  HOME. 

Boston,  Mass.  — The  Boston  National 
Reform  Convention  was  held  Tuesday,  No- 
vember 21,  in  the  Bromfield  M.  E.  Church, 
morning,  afternoon  and  evening.  The  ad- 
dresses were  all  delivered  according  to  the 
programme.  The  Globe,  the  Herald , the 
Journal  and  other  papers  gave  good  re- 
ports on  Tuesday  evening  and  Wednesday 
morning.  The  American  Citizen  prints 
the  papers  in  full  with  two  exceptions, 
devoting  two  and  one-half  pages  this  week 
and  the  same  space  next  week.  There  was 
faithful  and  painstaking  work  done  in  pre- 
paring these  papers.  Dr.  Daniel  Dorches- 
ter’s paper  on  “ The  National  Constitution 
and  the  Liquor  Traffic,”  and  Dr.  A.  H. 
Plumb’s  paper  on  “The  National  Constitu- 
tion and  our  Public  Schools  ” were  worthy 
of  the  greatest  statesmen.  Every  legislator 
in  all  the  States  and  every  member  of  Con- 
gress ought  to  have  these  papers.  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Cameron  gave  an  oration  worthy 
of  the  occasion  on  “ The  National  Consti- 
tution and  our  American  Sabbath.”  His 
Ciceronian  sentences  made  a deep  impres- 
sion. Rev.  William  T.  McElveen  read  a 
spicy  paper  on  “The  Nation  and  the  Sun- 
day Newspaper.”  He  was  a reporter  on 
the  New  York  Herald  for  three  years  and 
knew  the  field. 

The  fault  lay  with  the  churches.  If 
Christians  would  not  buy  and  read  them, 


and  refused  to  advertise  in  them,  they 
would  soon  cease.  England  demonstrated 
this. 

Rev.  Samuel  W.  Dike  spoke  on  “ The 
National  Constitution  and  Divorce.”  He 
was  at  home,  and  carried  all  with  him. 
Rev.  J.  P.  Stoddard  spoke  on  “The  Na- 
tional Constitution  Should  Acknowledge 
God  as  Sovereign.”  He  made  an  argu- 
ment that  has  never  been  excelled.  Rev. 
Scot.  E.  Hershey  spoke  on  Mormon  po- 
ligamy.  He  affirmed  that  Roberts  should 
not  be  allowed  to  take  his  seat,  because  he 
violated  the  Edmund’s  law  in  marrying 
three  wives  since  1882,  when  it  was 
adopted,  and  has  not  the  right  to  vote  or 
hold  office.  Rev.  S.  G.  Shaw  read  a paper 
on  “Civil  Government  God’s  Moral  Ordi- 
nance.” This  was  a clear  presentation. 
Rev.  S.  McNaugher’s  paper  on  “ The  Moral 
Accountability  of  the  Nation  ” was  another 
well-set  argument.  Rev.  H.  H.  George  on 

The  Nation  and  Religion  ” made  an  argu- 
ment that  no  one  could  gainsay.  Your  cor- 
respondent spoke  on  “The  National  Con- 
stitution Should  Acknowledge  Christ  as 
King.”  This  is  the  sine  qua  non  of  the 
movement.  The  Kingship  of  Christ  is 
fundamental.  J.  M.  Foster. 

Chicago,  III. — It  was  my  privilege  to 
preach  to  the  Chicago  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Congregation,  Cottage  Grove  Ave. 
near  65th  Street,  on  October  15th  and  22d, 
and  to  ordain  and  install  two  new  elders, 
Messrs.  Robert  J.  Wylie  and  John  S.  Short, 
on  October  18th,  and  I feel  it  my  duty  to 
appeal  to  the  whole  Church  for  her  prayers, 
sympathy,  and  contributions  for  the  cause 
of  Christ  in  Chicago.  The  little  flock  in 
Chicago  has  been  without  an  under-shep- 
herd since  their  pastor,  Rev.  J.  M.  Wylie, 
left  them,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  scattered 
over  the  hills  and  the  mountains.  Though 
few  in  numbers,  they  are  faithful  Covenan- 
ters, and  they  let  their  light  shine  brightly 
in  their  place.  The  services  are  held  in 
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the  hall  in  Cottage  Grove  Avenue,  near 
65th  Street,  on  Sabbath  at  10.30  a.  m.  and 
7.30  p.  h.,  and  some  outsiders  drop  in 
nearly  always.  The  Sabbath  school  is  en- 
couraging and  undoubtedly  doing  good 
work  under  its  faithful  superintendent  and 
his  zealous  helpers. 

May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  send  a 
laborer  for  this  important  field  very  soon ! 

Let  Covenanters  who  are  brought  to 
Chicago  by  business  and  have  to  remain 
over  Sabbath,  encourage  the  brethren  there 
by  attending  services  at  our  own  church. 
And  let  us  pray  and  give  of  our  substance 
for  the  work  in  Chicago. 

Louis  Meyer. 

Denison,  Kan. — I have  rented  a church  in 
Holton  at  my  own  expense,  and  am  hold- 
ing services  there  Sabbath  evenings,  and 
with  much  encouragement.  One  of  the 
professors  in  the  college  is  from  my  old 
home  in  Ohio,  and  a United  Presbyterian. 
He  offered  to  help  me  and  lead  the  singing, 
and  he  is  a fine  singer.  There  is  no  psalm- 
singing  church  there.  I preached  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  two  weeks  ago,  and 
they  have  invited  me  to  preach  again. 

Two  weeks  ago  we  had  an  election  of 
four  elders  and  four  deacons  in  our  con- 
gregation, the  name  of  which  was  changed 
by  Presbytery  from  North  Cedar  to  Deni- 
son, the  name  of  the  town  and  post  office. 

S.  It.  Wallace. 

Glenwood,  Minn. — During  the  absence  of 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Louis  Meyer,  on  Mission 
work,  and  filling  Presbyterial  appoint- 
ments, the  pulpit  of  the  Reno  Congrega- 
tion was  occupied  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith  of 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  22nd  and  29th.  On  the  re- 
turn of  the  pastor  the  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered  the  first  Sabbath  in  Novem- 
ber, Mr.  Smith  remaining  to  assist  in  the 
services.  There  was  an  accession  of  two 
youngpeople  aged  about  twelve  and  fifteen. 
By  a singular  Providence,  on  the  com- 
munion Sabbath,  the  oldest  member  of  the' 


congregation  was  called  to  the  higher  com- 
munion. Sickness  also  prevented  a num- 
ber of  others  from  attending.  The  weather, 
however,  was  all  that  anyone  could  reason- 
ably desire,  and  all  those  present  had  a 
joyful  time.  J.  L.  Ewing. 

To  this  brief  report,  Rev.  Louis  Meyer 
adds  in  a recent  letter : Grandma  Semple 
closed  her  eyes  in  death  on  Sabbath,  Nov. 
5th,  at  8 a.  m.,  and  with  her  the  last  of  the 
original  members  of  your  father’s  congre- 
gation in  Cornwallis,  Nova  Scotia,  is  gone. 

Mrs.  Semple  was  born  to  good  Christian 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Allen,  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  February  14th, 
1804.  Though  the  Allens  were  direct 
descendants  of  the  cruel  James  Graham 
of  Claverhouse,  they  were  staunch  Cove- 
nanters, and  the  young  girl  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Word  of 
God,  the  Confession  of  Faith,  the  Cate- 
chisms, and  the  history  of  the  Scotch  Cove- 
nanters. In  due  time  she  became  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  she  remained  faithful  during  her 
long  life.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Semple  in 
1831,  and  soon  afterwards  the  young  couple 
started  for  America.  They  settled  in  Wil' 
mot,  Nova  Scotia,  and  both  signed  in  1835 
the  call  made  upon  Rev.  William  Sommer- 
ville  by  the  Horton  Congregation.  Four 
sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to  the 
happy  couple,  and  to  these  was  added  a 
tiny  baby-girl  Cora,  which  was  adopted  and 
brought  up  with  motherly  love  by  Mrs. 
Semple.  Grandma  spoke  frequently  of 
these  happy  years,  and  her  love  for  her  old 
pastor  was  very  touching.  When  his  picture 
appeared  in  Olive  Trees  a short  time  ago, 
I took  the  number  to  her  at  once.  She 
looked  at  the  picture  for  a moment,  then 
called  out,  “ My  dear  old  pastor,”  and 
tenderly  lifted  the  picture  to  her  lips  and 
kissed  it. 

About  1860  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Semple  followed 
their  sons  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  they 
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became  members  of  Dr.  David  McFall’s 
congregation.  Mr.  Semple  died  in  1879, 
and  in  1883  consumption  began  to  threaten 
the  oldest  son,  Thomas  R.  The  physicians 
recommended  a change  of  climate,  and  in 
1884  Mrs.  Semple,  her  adopted  daughter 
Cora,  her  two  sons  Thomas  R.  and  James, 
and  the  three  young  daughters  of  the 
former,  settled  in  Glenwood,  Minn.  James 
died  in  1893,  Thomas  R.  followed  him  in 
1897,  while  the  other  sons  and  the  only 
daughter  had  gone  before,  so  that  the  old 
lady  had  to  speud  her  last  years  with  her 
grandchildren  and  her  adopted  daughter. 
She  remained  strong  and  hearty,  though 
she  was  very  hard  of  hearing ; and  she 
scarcely  ever  missed  a communion  season, 
though  she  had  six  miles  to  travel.  During 
the  past  summer  she  made  frequent  calls 
upon  her  three  granddaughters,  whose 
houses  are  not  far  from  each  other,  and  we 
all  fondly  hoped  that  she  would  be  spared 
to  celebrate  her  hundredth  birthday.  But 
she  became  feeble  three  weeks  ago,  took  to 
her  bed,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that 
the  end  was  near.  Her  mind  was  clear, 
and  her  thoughts  were  always  of  her 
Saviour,  and  she  rejoiced  that  she  would 
soon  be  at  rest. 

Grandma  Semple  was  a true  Christian 
and  a consistent  Covenanter.  Her  heart 
was  filled  with  love  to  God,  and  this  love 
prompted  her  to  continuous  obedience  to 
His  commandments.  She  was  a truly 
missionary  woman,  and  she  gave  always  all 
she  had,  never  holding  back  anything  for 
her  own  use.  She  was  gentle,  and  kind, 
and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

The  congregation  of  which  she  was 
such  a consistent  member,  mourns  their 
loss.  Her  pastor,  to  whom  she  often  gave 
comfort  and  cheer,  misses  her.  The  hearts 
of  her  adopted  daughter,  her  six  grand- 
children, and  her  seven  great-grandchildren 
are  filled  with  sorrow  over  her  departure. 
Yet  all  are  assured  that  now  she  rests  from 


her  labors  and  enjoys  sweet  communion 
with  her  Saviour.  She  had  hoped  to  sit 
down  with  us  at  the  Lord’s  table  on  Nov. 
5th,  and  she  had  prayed  even  on  her  death 
bed  for  a blessing  on  the  approaching 
communion.  The  Lord  gave  His  waiting 
people  the  blessing,  but  He  called  His  aged 
saint  to  higher  service.  Her  empty  chair 
in  front  of  the  pulpit  was  a silent  admoni- 
tion to  all  to  prepare  for  the  end  of  our 
earthly  course. 

Houston,  III. — The  following  action  was 
taken  by  Old  Bethel  Session  relative  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  John  Houston,  ruling 
elder  : It  is  fitting  that  we  should  leave  on 
record  some  expression  of  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  life  and  work  of  one  who  so  long 
and  faithfully  served  the  Church  and  the 
community.  He  was  a man  of  deep  religious 
convictions  that  lead  him  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  truth.  His  early  association  was 
with  the  Seceder  Church  of  Ireland.  But 
his  conviction  of  the  truth  lead  him  to  unite 
with  the  Covenanter  Church.  His  loyalty 
to  his  profession  and  his  devotion  to  the 
Church  of  his  choice  were  marked 
characteristics  of  the  man.  Though  a man 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  he  was 
a man  of  true  humility.  He  was  in  all  his 
associations  modest  and  unassuming.  His 
personal  timidity  kept  him  from  rashness 
in  judgment,  but  did  not  weaken  his  stand 
for  convictions  when  once  he  had  carefully 
weighed  a matter.  These  characteristics 
made  him  a valuable  member  of  sessions, 
in  which  capacity  he  long  served  the 
Church.  Though  in  recent  years  he  had 
not  been  able  for  active  service,  his  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Church  was  not 
abated.  His  active  service  is  at  an  end, 
but  his  work  is  not  finished,  for  he  being 
dead  yet  speaketh. 

We  desire  to  express  to  God  our  grati- 
tude for  a life  that  was  so  full  of  devotion 
to  the  Master,  so  useful  in  His  cause  and 
so  free  from  the  imperfections  that 
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sometimes  mar  the  Christian  character. 
We  also  desire  to  express  our  sympathy  for 
the  bereaved  friend,  and  especially  for  the 
widow  in  her  loneliness.  May  the  Lord 
comfort  her  with  the  consolations  of  His 
grace.  L.  M.  Patteson. 

The  Old  Bethel  Communion  was  held 
the  fourth  Sabbath  of  October.  Five  young 
persons  united  by  profession.  The  pastor 
was  assisted  by  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland  of 
Kansas  City.  We  enjoyed  his  preaching 
very  much.  His  text  on  Sabbath  was 
Song  of  Solomon  2:8,  “The  voice  of  my 
beloved,  behold,  He  cometh  leaping  upon 
the  mountains,  skipping  upon  the  hills.” 
These  words  express  not  only  the  anticipa- 
tion of  the  believer,  but  also  the  joy  of 
Christ  in  meeting  with  His  people.  Let 
us  recognize  the  eagerness  of  our  Re- 
deemer for  fellowship  with  His  people. 
Christ  is  not  deterred  from  coming  by  diffi- 
culties of  the  way.  He  does  not  wait  for 
us  to  go  to  the  heavenly  home  to  meet 
Him,  but  comes  to  meet  us.  Finally, 
we  learn  that  He  comes  to  call  us  into  closer 
communion  with  Himself. 

The  weather  was  most  delightful  and 
there  was  good  attendance.  Three  aged 
members  have  been  called  up  higher  since 
our  spring  communion — Elder  John  Hous- 
ton, Mrs.  Nancy  Finley,  each  of  whom  had 
passed  their  fourscore  years,  and  Mr. 
George  Hetherington,  aged  73. 

Mrs.  Crook  entertained  the  Mission 
Board  at  her  home  recently.  They  reported 
the  amount  realized  from  the  dimes  she  had 
given  them  to  invest,  which  was  nearly 
thirty  dollars.  Com. 

Marissa,  III. — For  three  years  the  C.  E. 
Societies  of  Illinois  Presbytery  have  met  in 
joint  convention  with  the  convention  of 
General  Synod.  This  arrangement  was 
made  in  order  that  we  might  have  a larger 
and  more  interesting  convention.  This 
fall  the  Marissa  Society  (General  Synod) 
entertained  the  convention,  which  was 


largely  attended.  The  delegates  numbered 
one  hundred  and  fifteen,  representing  ten 
local  societies. 

Rev.  R.  W.  Chestnut,  pastor  of  Marissa 
Congregation,  was  the  efficient  presiding 
officer.  There  were  excellent  papers  and 
addresses  on  the  following  topics  : ‘‘  Psalm- 
ody,” by  Miss  May  Elsey  of  Coulterville  ; 
“ How  to  Develop  a Young  People’s  So- 
ciety,” by  John  Mooney,  Princeton,  Ind. ; 
“ The  Church’s  Need  of  Young  People 
To-day,’’  by  Miss  Ella  Tompson  ; “ Young 
People  and  Their  Influence,”  by  Miss  Lizzie 
Faris  of  Sparta  ; “ Young  People  and  their 
Privileges,”  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Blackwood ; 
“ Young  People  and  Their  Perils,”  by  Rev. 
M.  M.  Pearce.  Miss  Inez  Crawford  of 
Coulterville  presented  a most  interesting 
report  of  the  Detroit  Convention.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year:  President,  Rev.  E.  G.  Elsey, 
Coulterville;  Vice-President,  James  Hood, 
Oakdale ; Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Miss 
Jennie  White,  Coulterville.  Invitations  for 
the  convention  next  year  were  left  with  the 
Executive  Committee.  Tne  one  hundred 
and  thirty-third  Psalm  was  never  sung 
with  more  appropriateness  than  at  the 
close  of  this  most  successful  convention. 

Com. 

Oakdale,  III. — Oakdale  is  not  a large 
place,  but  exerts  an  influence  on  the  sur- 
rounding community.  There  are  three 
well-patronized  stores,  a good  creamery,  a 
well-regulated  public  school  and  two 
churches,  P.  U.  and  R.  P.  Out  of  these 
two  congregations  go  forth  each  winter  a 
large  number  of  teachers  better  fitted,  we 
believe,  for  their  calling  by  having  their 
lives  moulded  by  divine  teaching. 

On  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  October  our 
communion  was  observed ; the  weather  was’ 
fine  and  health  of  the  congregation  was 
good,  and  the  attendance  better  than  it  had 
been  for  several  years.  The  messages  de- 
livered by  the  assistant,  Rev.  Fulton,  and 
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the  pastor  were  suited  to  the  needs  of 
people  ascending  the  mount  of  communion, 
and  were  spoken  with  great  earnestness 
and  received  acceptably.  The  presence  of 
Mrs.  Fulton,  sister  of  Rev.  French,  made 
the  enjoyment  to  them  twofold.  There 
were  three  received  by  certificate,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jas.  Morrison  and  Mr.  Cheek  ; by  ex- 
amination, Ada  Louisa  Auld,  Ethel  McClay 
and  Edwin  Ramsey  Carson ; by  baptism, 
Ralph  Laurance,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H. 
Carson  of  Carbondale,  who  came  fifty  miles 
overland  to  attend  the  communion  and 
have  this  rite  performed. 

Mrs.  French  started  last  week  to  Mc- 
Keesport, Penn.,  to  her  old  home,  to  be  at 
the  bedside  of  her  mothdr,  Mrs.  Steele,  who 
was  considered  in  a critical  condition. 

L.  M.  C. 

New  Castle,  Pa. — The  New  Castle  Con- 
gregation is  expecting  to  erect  a new 
church  edifice  during  the  year  1 900.  The 
approximate  cost  of  the  structure  will  be 
ten  thousand  dollars.  They  have  about 
one  thousand  dollars  already  in  the 
treasury  for  this  purpose,  and  the  greater 
portion  of  the  additional  five  thousand 
they  propose  to  raise  themselves  already 
subscribed.  The  congregation  is  made  up 
of  the  Lord’s  poor  who  are  making  great 
sacrifices  to  secure  a building  without  which 
they  are  unable  longer  to  do  efficient 
work.  They  hope  by  their  self  sacrificing 
efforts  to  commend  themselves  to  their 
brethren  in  the  Lord  for  needed  help  in 
this,  to  them,  great  undertaking. 

Our  pastor  was  absent  visiting  at  his 
father’s  home  in  Ohio  the  latter  part  of 
the  month  of  November.  The  pulpit  was 
ably  filled  in  his  absence  by  licentiate  A.  W. 
Stevenson. 

The  young  people  of  the  congregation 
and  their  friends  held  a most  enjoyable 
social  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
McClelland  on  the  evening  of  November 
16th.  It  was  the  first  of  a series  that 


they  propose  having  during  the  winter 
months. 

Our  pastor  was  ably  assisted  at  the  fall 
communion  by  Rev.  S.  McNaugher,  of  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.  There  was  an  accession  of 
nine — two  adult  baptisms.  Com. 

New  Concord,  O. — Communion  services 
were  held  Sabbath,  Nov.  5.  The  pastor. 
Rev.  A.  A.  Samson,  was  ably  assisted  by 
Rev.  J.  C.  Slater,  of  White  Cottage,  Ohio. 
Preparatory  services  were  held  in  the 
church  every  evening  during  the  week,  all 
of  which  were  well  attended  by  both  mem- 
bers and  friends.  The  attention  of  the 
people  was  called  to  the  Institution  of  the 
Supper,  self- surrender,  looking  unto  Jesus, 
and  other  appropriate  topics.  It  was  a 
time  of  rejoicing,  a time  of  spiritual  uplift 
to  every  worthy  communicant,  and  a time 
long  to  be  remembered  by  many  in  the 
congregation.  There  was  an  accession  of 
five — two  from  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  one  from  a sister  congregation, 
and  two  by  profession.  The  action  sermon 
was  based  on  the  words,  “ Awake,  O north 
wind ; and  come  thou  south  ; blow  upon 
my  garden  that  the  spices  thereof  may 
flow  out.  Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  gar- 
den and  eat  his  pleasant  fruits.”  Earnest 
prayer  and  deep  spirituality  characterized 
every  service.  Com. 

New  York. — On  the  first  Sabbath  of  No- 
vember the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to 
Rev.  Teafila  Gay,  D.  D.,  K.  I.  0.,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Waldensian  Board  of  Evangeliza- 
tion and  pastor  of  the  Waldensian  Church 
in  Naples.  He  was  on  his  way  home  from 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  had  been  a 
delegate  to  the  Presbyterian  Alliance,  and 
sought  opportunity  when  in  the  city  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  Waldensian  mission- 
ary work  in  Italy.  Wednesday  evening  he 
had  spoken  to  a few  at  the  social  prayer 
meeting,  where  he  touched  every  heart,  and 
his  address  to  the  larger  audience  on  the 
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morning  of  the  Lord’s  Day  was  heard  with 
equally  thrilling  interest.  At  the  close  of  the 
afternoon  service  an  offering  was  made 
for  the  Waldensian  work,  which  amounted 
to  $58.47,  a blank  check  deposited  in  the 
box  was  filled  in,  the  next  day,  with  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  credited,  as  Dr. 
Gay  wrote  us,  to  “Ecclesiastes  11:2,”  and 
a card  was  afterwards  exchanged  for  fifty 
dollars. 

This  congregation  has  been  called  within 
less  than  eight  months  to  part  with  eight 
of  its  members.  Monday,  October  23,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Doke,  one  of  the  oldest  commu- 
nicants, passed  away  at  Farmington,  Conn. 
She  was  making  arrangements  to  attend 
the  Communion,  but  the  Lord  had  ordered 
otherwise,  and  took  her  to  Himself,  in  the 
eighty-sixth  year  of  her  age.  Then  on 
Thursday,  November  9,  after  a brief  illness, 
Sarah  Chapman,  the  last  of  four  young 
people,  was  taken  home.  She  was  brought 
into  the  church,  with  two  sisters,  through 
the  Sabbath  school  during  the  pastorate  of 
the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  and  to  the 
close  of  her  life  evinced  the  strongest  at- 
tachment to  the  word  and  house  and 
service  of  God.  She  prized  the  Bible  as 
the  charter  of  her  salvation,  and  was  careful 
to  store  away  in  mind  and  heart  its  pre- 
cious truths.  The  very  delirium,  connected 
with  the  disease,  revealed  the  state  of  her 
heart.  In  the  words  of  the  23d  and  121st 
Psalms,  she  sang  in  clear  notes  the  cove- 
nant care  of  the  unslumbering  Saviour  and 
His  presence  with  His  people  in  the  valley 
of  the  shadow.  And  she  repeated  many  of 
the  sweet  promises  planted  in  the  covenant 
of  peace  to  secure  the  hopes  of  His  trusting 
followers.  Those  who  knew  her  only  in 
the  store  where  she  was  employed  speak  of 
her  as  an  example  of  living  Christianity, 
and  thus  bear  unconscious  testimony  to  the 
sacred  and  secret  power  of  a consistent 
Christian  life.  Workers  in  the  Church  and 
Sabbath  school  will  miss  the  co-operation 


of  Sarah  Chapman,  and  others,  notices  of 
whose  deaths  have  already  appeared  in 
these  columns.  Yet  everyone  bows  to  the 
will  of  the  Master  and  rejoices  in  their  pro- 
motion. 

North  Union,  Pa. — Communion  was  dis- 
pensed at  North  Union,  November,  second 
Sabbath.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  the 
pastor  had  the  able  assistance  of  the  Rev. 
Kilpatrick.  We  always  enjoy  his  earnest 
and  practical  presentation  of  God's  Word. 
Being  favored  with  nice,  bright  weather 
nearly  all,  old  and  young,  were  permitted 
to  be  present.  We  all  feel  grateful  to  God, 
the  Father  of  all  mercy  and  grace,  for  the 
manifest  favor  shown  us  on  this  occasion. 
The  best  of  feeling  and  perfect  harmony 
prevail  in  this  little  flock. 

On  the  18th  October,  at  12  m.,  marriage 
was  solemnized  between  Miss  Etta  E.  Crowe, 
of  the  North  Union  Congregation,  and 
Mr.  I.  J.  McCandless,  of  Butler,  Pa.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  pastor  at 
the  home  of  the  bride’s  mother.  Miss  Crowe 
is  a daughter  of  the  late  D.  B.  Crowe,  so 
well  known  and  remembered  among  mem- 
bers of  the  Covenanter  Church  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCandless 
will  make  their  home  in  Butler,  Pa. 

F.  M.  Wilson. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — The  2d  R.  P.  Church, 
Philadelphia,  enjoyed  a most  pleasant 
communion  service  on  Sabbath,  October  8, 
Rev.  A.  A.  Sampson,  of  New  Concord, 
Ohio,  assisting  the  pastor.  On  preparation 
Sabbath,  and  also  at  one  of  the  weekly 
meetings  during  communion  week,  Rev.  A. 
C.  Dodds  preached  very  acceptably.  A 
few  of  the  members  of  the  congregation 
presented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodds  with  a gift 
of  $55  ere  their  departure  for  New  York. 

H. 

A letter  from  her  niece  announces  the 
death  of  Miss  Martha  Peoples,  formerly  of 
Liverpool,  England,  on  Monday,  October  2, 
1899.  Miss  Peoples  was  a devoted  friend 
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of  the  missionaries  of  the  Reformed’Pres- 
byterian  Church.  She  and  her  brother 
looked  after  them  on  the  way  to  Syria  and 
when  returning  home  on  furlough,  and 
endeavored  in  every  way  to  promote  their 
comfort.  Almost  all  who  are  in  the  field 
to-day  have  enjoyed  their  hospitality,  and 
will  recall  many  little  acts  of  kindness 
done  for  the  sake  of  Christ.  They  were 
truly  His  servants. 

Selma,  Ala. — In  a letter  accompanying 
his  article  on  the  Social  Status  of  the 
Negro,  which  appears  in  this  issue  of  Olive 
Trees,  Rev.  R.  J.  Mclsaac  makes  the  fol- 
lowing brief  report : 

“We  began  school  on  October  2,  and 
have  at  present  four  hundred  pupils.  The 
prospects  for  the  present  year  are  good. 
We  will  probably  have  more  applicants 
than  we  can  receive.  All  the  workers  are 
in  good  health.” 

Sterling,  Kan. — The  Bulletin  for  Nov. 
3 contains  an  account  by  Rev.  J.  B. 
Schlichter  of  a visit  to  the  Covenanter 
Sabbath  School  in  Sterling,  Oct.  22d,  from 
which  we  make  a few  extracts  : 

Miss  Jennie  McElroy  is  the  superinten- 
dent. She  is  modest  and  unassuming,  but 
very  efficient  in  her  work.  The  school 
seems  to  have  but  very  few  wheels  in  its 
machinery.  It  is  automatic  and  runs  it- 
self, so  there  is  little  for  a superintendent 
to  do  but  to  open  the  school  and  start  it 
running.  It  runs  itself  until  it  is  time  to 
close,  when  the  assistant  superintendent, 
Mr.  Robt.  Alexander,  taps  a bell  and 
closes  the  school.  During  the  class  exer- 
cises the  superintendent  and  assistant  both 
take  a seat  in  the  class  and  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  Bible  instruction. 

I found  several  good  things  in  the  school 
I have  not  found  in  any  of  the  others. 
One  of  these  is  that  the  male  membership 
predominates.  This  is  not  the  case  in  any 
other  Sabbath  school  in  this  city,  nor  per- 
haps in  any  other  city. 


Another  feature  that  is  not  common  in 
other  Sabbath  schools  is  the  commingling 
of  the  sexes  in  all  the  classes  from  the 
infant  class  up  to  the  old  people’s  class.  In 
the  primary  department,  as  well  as  in  the 
intermediate  and  young  people’s  class,  the 
boys  and  girls  and  young  men  and  young 
women  are  classified  together  as  nearly 
equal  as  possible.  I believe  this  a good 
idea. 

Another  feature  not  common  in  our 
schools,  is  the  teaching  of  the  Shorter 
Catechism  in  several  of  the  primary  classes. 
The  lesson  quarterly  contains  two  ques- 
tions in  connection  with  the  lesson. 

The  average  attendance  is  87,  largest 
attendance  118,  largest  collection  $1.96, 
enrollment  over  100.  There  are  10  classes 
— 3 in  the  primary  department,  2 in  the 
intermediate,  2 of  the  young  people,  and  3 
in  the  senior  department. 

The  teachers  are  faithful  and  regular  in 
attendance  and  hence  the  school  experiences 
no  trouble  from  this  source.  I am  informed 
that  there  is  material  in  each  of  the  senior 
classes  that  is  competent  to  teach,  so  that 
when  any  teacher  is  obliged  to  be  absent 
his  place  can  be  readily  filled.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Allen,  is  relieved  from  class  work. 
The  pastor’s  wife  told  me  that  the  Church 
and  Sabbath  school  are  both  self-existent, 
and  need  neither  pastor  nor  pastor’s  wife 
to  keep  them  in  working  order. 

Mrs.  Allen  teaches  the  infant  class 
because  she  wants  to,  and  feels  at  home  in 
this  work  for  which  she  is  so  eminently 
adapted.  She  makes  use  of  a blackboard 
and  says  that  neither  love  or  money  could 
buy  her  blackboard. 

Space  will  not  allow  here  of  giving 
a sketch  of  all  the  classes.  But  one  thing 
I noticed  : all  the  teachers  somehow  com- 
manded good  attention,  and  the  evident 
reason  is  that  they  are  posted  in  the  lessons 
they  teach,  and  bring  matters  before  their 
classes  that  is  worth  listening  to.  Not 
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long  ago  I visited  a Sabbath  school  where 
the  superintendent  gives  a little  speech  at , 
the  opening  of  the  school.  The  first  thing 
he  said  was,  “ Now,  boys  and  girls,  I want 
the  undivided  attention  from  each  one  of 
you  while  I am  talking.”  While  he  was 
talking  I noticed  that  “boys  and  gilds” 
nor  scarcely  anybody  else  listened  to  what 
he  had  to  say.  The  very  evident  reason 
was  that  he  did  not  say  anything  worth 
listening  to.  The  secret  of  getting  the 
attention  is  to  say  something  worth  listen- 
ing to. 

I asked  one  of  the  members  how  it  was 
that  so  many  of  the  church  members  attend 
the  Sabbath  school.  The  reply  was  that 
they  kept  their  members  out  of  politics  and 
from  attending  the  lodges.  Let  this  be  so 
or  not  so,  it  is  an  interesting  sight  to  me, 
to  see  a father  and  mother  both  teachers  in 
the  Sabbath  school,  and  their  son  filling 
the  office  of  secretary,  and  another  father 
teaching  a senior  class  and  the  daughter 
filling  the  office  of  superintendent,  and  still 
another  father  teaching  a senior  class  and 
the  son  assistant  superintendent.  I say 
that  this  to  me  is  a most  interesting  sight, 
thus  to  see  parents  and  children  together 
engaged  in  Sabbath  school  work,  and  if 
sailing  clear  of  lodges  and  politics  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  bringing  about  such  a 
happy  condition  in  the  R.  P.  Church  and 
Sabbath  school,  why  not  let  other  churches 
catch  the  idea  ? 

Youngstown,  O. — Assisted  by  Rev.  J.  R. 
Wylie,  I dispensed  communion  at  Youngs- 
town, Ohio,  September,  first  Sabbath.  The 
congregation  is  much  encouraged  by  so 
many  moving  among  them  from  other 
quarters.  There  was  an  accession  of  six- 
teen. Another  encouraging  feature  is  that 
in  some  of  the  families  there  are  children. 
Mr.  Wylie  preached  with  real  acceptance 
to  the  people.  The  communion  was  an  en- 
joyment to  all. 

On  November  8 the  congregation  was 
reorganized  by  order  of  Pittsburgh  Presby- 


tery, and  is  now  in  splendid  working  order. 

One  of  the  most  promising  features  of 
the  congregation  is  the  live  prayer  meet- 
ings of  the  young  people. 

F.  M.  Wilson. 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa. — Communion  services 
were  held  in  the  Wilkinsburg  R.  P.  Church 
on  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  October,  the 
pastor  being  assisted  by  Rev.  S.  McNaug- 
her,  of  Boston.  The  prayer  meetings 
during  the  preparation  week  were  unusually 
well  attended,  and  were  characterized  by  a 
good  degree  of  spirituality.  Brother 
McNaugher’s  preaching  was  highly  appre- 
ciated and  was  very  helpful,  by  reason  of 
his  plain,  practical  presentation  of  gospel 
truth.  There  was  an  accession  of  three. 

Mrs.  Fanny  A.  Price  entered  into  rest  on 
Thursday,  August  17th,  1899.  She  was 
reared  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  had 
been  a member  of  the  Wilkinsburg  con- 
gregation. Her  life  bears  testimony  to  the 
genuineness  of  her  faith,  and  in  her  last 
illness  she  was  supported  and  comfoited 
by  the  gracious  promises  of  the  Saviour  in 
whom  she  trusted.  She  often  spoke  with 
great  calmness  about  the  certainty  and  the 
nearness  of  her  death.  Being  asked  as  to 
her  state  of  mind  when  thus  brought  face 
to  face  with  death,  she  answered,  “ I am 
resting  peacefully  in  the  arms  of  the 
Saviour.”  Her  sons  and  daughters,  to- 
gether with  a large  circle  of  friends,  are  in 
sorrow  by  reason  of  her  removal,  but  their 
sorrow  is  that  of  those  who  are  borne  up 
by  the  Christian’s  hope. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Barr  died  in  the  87th 
year  of  her  age,  at  the  home  of  her  niece 
Mrs.  Hamilton,  in  Edgewood,  Pa.,  on 
Sabbath,  October  15th,  1899.  Mrs.  Barr 
was  a sister  of  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Hun- 
ter, of  Wilkinsburg,  and  was  for  many 
year’s  a member  of  the  Wilkinsburg  con- 
gregation. For  some  years  past  her 
membership  was  in  the  Brookland  and 
Manchester  congregation.  The  pastor  of 
the  Wilkinsburg  congregation  visited  her  a 
number  of  times  during  her  last  illness, 
and  found  her  in  a comfortable  spiritual 
state  of  mind,  ready  and  anxiously  waiting 
for  the  summons  to  leave  this  world  with 
its  cares  and  sorrows  and  to  enter  into 
rest.  R.  C.  W. 
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MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  TO  THE 
LOWER  PROVINCES  OF  CANADA. 

Robert  Miller  Stewart. 

The  decision  of  Mr.  Lawson  (see  Olive 
Trees,  p.  306)  in  1846  to  settle  in  South 
Stream,  N.  B.,  while  it  lessened  the  de- 
mands of  outlying  districts  in  that  prov- 
ince on  the  time  and  energies  of  Mr. 
Stavely,  left  Mr.  Sommerville  in  Nova 
Scotia  still  without  any  help  except  occa- 
sional visits  at  communion  season  of  the 
two  brethren  in  New  Brunswick.  Nearing 
the  age  of  fifty  and  having  labored 
diligently  and  alone  for  more  than  fifteen 
years,  failure  to  furnish  him  with  an  assist- 
ant was  likely  to  imperil  the  interests  of 
the  Mission.  In  the  report  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  presented  to  the  Synod 
in  Ireland  at  its  meeting  in  1848  the  Di- 
rectors made  the  following  reference  to  his 
isolated  position  : “Though  he  has  fre- 

quently and  earnestly  sought  to  have  at  least 
one  fellow-laborer  sent  into  his  part  of  the 
Provinces,  we  are  grieved  to  have  to  report 
that  as  yet  we  have  been  unable,  through 
the  want  of  a suitable  instrumentality,  to 
comply  with  his  earnest  solicitation.  . . . 
Even  at  a low  calculation,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  at  least  three  or  four  licentiates, 
having  the  disposition  and  ability  to  labor 
through  love  to  Christ  and  souls,  would 
obtain  settlements  in  the  Canadas,  which, 
if  not  at  first,  would  in  a very  short  time 
be  self-sustaining.  Ought  not  the  Church 
to  consider  with  much  greater  attention 
the  claims  of  the  British  Colonies?  And 
should  not  we  betake  ourselves,  in  the 
spirit  of  self-denial  and  prayerful  exertion, 
to  devise  means  for  supplying,  as  far  aB  in 
our  power,  the  wants  of  our  destitute 


brethren,  and  for  gathering  in  multitudes 
of  other  wanderers  to  the  fold  of  the  great 
Shepherd?  . . . The  Directors  cannot 

pass  away  from  this  part  of  their  report 
without  expressing  their  earnest  concern 
that  Synod  may,  in  its  wisdom,  devise 
means  by  which  an  additional  supply  of 
agents  may  be  sent  forth  without  delay, 
that  thus  the  advantages  which  we  have 
already  gained  may  be  improved,  and  that 
a large  field,  in  many  parts  of  it  white  to 
the  harvest,  may  be  reaped.” 

In  the  report  presented  to  the  Synod  of 
1849,  I find  the  following  paragraph  in  re- 
gard to  the  work  in  the  Colonies:  “While 
we  sympathize  with  our  beloved  mission- 
aries in  all  their  labors  and  trials,  we  re- 
gard it  as  their  duty  and  ours  still  further 
to  attempt  to  diffuse  the  principles  of  the 
Covenanted  Reformation  throughout  those 
interesting  regions.  It  seems  probable 
that  at  no  distant  period  the  Colonies  shall 
become  separate  and  independent  nations ; 
and  it  is  evidently  of  great  importance  at 
present  to  pervade  them  at  every  part  with 
the  leaven  of  the  Reformation.  Our  Church 
would  be  highly  honored  by  being  called 
to  a work  of  this  kind.  To  an  enterprise 
so  valuable  we  have  to  some  extent  re- 
sponded. Let  us  go  forward  with  increased 
liberality  and  vigor  in  the  same  direction, 
and  future  generations,  sitting  under  the 
goodly  vine,  will  rejoice  in  these  exertions.’’ 
The  report  also  announced  “ with  peculiar 
gratification  ” the  selection  and  appoint- 
ment of  Robert  Miller  Stewart,  licentiate, 
and  that  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
his  early  departure  to  his  field  of  labor. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  born  in  Ballynaloob, 
Country  Antrim,  Ireland,  April  5,  1819. 
His  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  Beggs 
Stewart,  were  humble  but  godly  people, 
who  gave  him  a careful  religious  training. 
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His  early  studies  were  pursued  at  an 
Academy  ou  the  island  of  Rathlin,  and 
while  attending  that  institution  he  studied 
Irish  under  a missionary  who  was  laboring 
there  in  connection  with  the  London  Mis- 


the  winter  of  1839,  and  completed  the  full 
course  of  four  years  at  the  Belfast  Aca- 
demical Institution  in  1845.  On  the  testi- 
mony of  J.  R.  Young  and  other  professors 
he  was  ‘-most  diligent  and  was  conspicuous 


sionary  Society,  winning  the  first  prize  of 
the  Society  for  proficiency  in  that  lan- 
guage. Subsequently,  under  the  direction 
of  his  pastor,  Rev.  William' Toland,  he  was 
a pupil  in  Bryce’s  Academy,  Belfast,  during 


for  good  conduct  and  regularity  of  attend- 
ance.” During  the  closing  years  of  his 
literary  course  he  also  attended  a class  for 
the  Critical  Reading  of  the  Sacred  Origi- 
nals, Sacred  Geography,  Christian  Evi- 
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dences,  and  Inquiry  on  Missions,  under 
Dr.  Thomas  Houston,  who  testified  that  he 
“made  most  gratifying  progress,  and  his 
deportment  was  uniformly  becoming  his 
profession.” 

Like  the  other  missionaries  in  the  Prov- 
ince, Mr.  Stewart  studied  theology  at 
Paisley,  Scotland,  under  the  distinguished 
Dr.  Andrew  Symington,  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived the  following  certificate  : “ He 

entered  into  the  business  of  the  class  with 
much  spirit,  executed  the  prescribed  exer- 
cises with  promising  success,  and  con- 
ducted himself  as  became  his  profession.” 
On  February  3,  1847,  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel  by  the  Northern  Presby- 
tery of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  July  12,  1849,  he  was  set  apart  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  by  a Commission  of 
Synod.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
eminent  Dr.  W.  J.  Stavely,  from  the 
words,  “ Standfast,  therefore,  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  has  made  us  free,”  to  a 
large  audience  in  College  Street,  South 
Belfast.  The  certificate  of  his  ordination 
closes  with  these  words : “ He  leaves  the 
land  of  hiB  nativity  enjoying  the  esteem  of 
his  brethren  in  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion, and  accompanied  with  their  prayers 
that  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  may  prosper 
in  his  hands.” 

Previous  to  his  designation  as  a mis- 
sionary to  the  Lower  Provinces  of  Canada, 
and  a lew  months  after  his  licensure,  Mr. 
Stewart  went  to  Connaught  to  establish  an 
Irish  mission,  a service  for  which  his 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  language  gave  him 
special  fitness.  On  the  20th  of  October, 
1848,  he  left  for  his  field  of  labor,  and  soon 
afterwards  selected,  as  centre  of  opera- 
tions, Balmullet,  a post  town  of  six  or  eight 
.hundred  inhabitants  in  the  western  ex- 
tremity of  County  Mayo.  Four  schools 
were  opened  in  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  with  an  average  attendance  of  from 
150  to  200  pupils,  and  in  addition  to  the 


regular  supervision  of  these  schools  he  was 
required  to  preach,  visit  from  house  to 
house,  and  distribute  copies  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  In  a district  where  the  people 
were  almost  exclusively  Romanist,  and,  as 
may  be  supposed,  extremely  ignorant  and 
immoral,  he  labored  for  nearly  a year.  In- 
teresting extracts  might  be  made  from  his 
reports  to  the  Convener  of  the  Committee, 
showing  the  fierce  opposition  that  he  expe- 
rienced in  the  work  of  evangelization  from 
the  priesthood,  and  the  eagerness  of  the 
people  to  have  their  children  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Protestant  schools.  But 
this  would  be  aside  from  the  purpose  of 
this  sketch. 

Soon  after  his  ordination  Mr.  Stewart 
sailed  for  America  on  the  ship  Unicorn, 
and  reached  St.  John,  N.  B.,  October  1, 
1849,  after  a pleasant  passage  of  twenty- 
three  days.  As  Mr.  Stavely  reported  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  close  of  that 
month,  “ he  was  very  cordially  received  in 
all  the  places  which  he  has  visited,  and  has 
already  learned  from  personal  observation 
that  there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land 
to  be  possessed.”  In  the  early  part  of  the 
winter  he  labored  in  different  localities  in 
New  Brunswick  and  then  crossed  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  re- 
mained for  five  months,  or  till  the  close  of 
spring  in  1850.  In  the  summer,  acting  on 
the  suggestion  of  the  Directors  in  Ireland, 
and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  Presbytery, 
he  paid  a visit  to  Upper  Canada,  now  On- 
tario, to  see  whether  it  would  be  practi- 
cable to  extend  missionary  operations  to 
members  of  the  Covenanter  Chui’ch,  emi- 
grants from  Britain,  who  had  settled  in 
remote  parts  of  Canada,  and  other  pro- 
fessed Presbyterians  who  were  at  that 
time  in  great  spiritual  destitution.  But 
on  the  return  of  Mr.  Stewart  it  was  agreed 
that  the  force  of  laborers  was  too  small 
and  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  Mission 
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altogether  inadequate  to  attempt  any  work 
in  that  direction.  He  then  determined  to 
accept  the  pastorate  of  the  little  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Congregation  in  Wilmot,  N.S., 
and  his  name  was  added  to  the  roll  of 
Presbytery  in  October,  1851.  This  arrange- 
ment seems  to  have  given  very  general 
satisfaction,  as  two  ministers  were  thus 
assigned  to  each  of  the  Lower  Provinces, 
and  they  were  so  located  that  regular 
meetings  for  conference  were  possible. 
The  Monitor  and  Missionary  Chronicle 
for  November,  1851,  contains  the  following 
sentences  in  reference  to  this  matter  from 
a letter  written  to  a friend  in  Ireland  by 
Mr.  John  Boyd,  who  was  then  an  active 
and  valuable  member  or  adherent  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation  in 
St.  John,  but  who  in  later  years  connected 
himself  with  one  of  the  Presbyterian 
Churches,  was  appointed  a Senator  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick : “ I am  greatly  obligated 

by  the  arrangement  of  the  Presbytery,  and 
as  much  with  their  manner  of  doing  it. 
Selfish  advantage  or  local  interests  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with  their  deliberation, 
but  the  great  question  for  which  all  sought 
an  answer  seemed  to  be,  Where  am  I to  be 
most  useful?  I think  that  their  prayers 
were  answered  by  the  Head  of  the  Church, 
for,  as  far  as  human  foresight  can  reach,  I 
see  in  the  present  arrangement,  if  sup- 
ported by  the  Home  Church,  the  beginning 
of  a new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Church 
in  these  provinces.” 

In  Wilmot  Mr.  Stewart  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  pastoral  work  for  nearly  twenty- 
seven  years,  or  until  September,  1878, 
when  at  his  request  the  pastoral  relation 
was  dissolved,  preaching  for  the  first  two 
years  in  a sclioolhouse  and  afterwards  in 
the  Malvern  Square  Church,  to  a small 
congregation  that  reported  to  the  Synod 
of  1880  thirty  communicants. 


The  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia  had  become  a constituent,  part 
of  the  American  Synod  June  2,  1879  ; and 
after  his  x-etirement  from  pastoral  work  in 
Nova  Scotia  Mr.  Stewart  supplied  vacant 
pulpits  in  the  United  States.  But  after 
awhile,  unable  to  secure  regular  preaching, 
he  returned  home  and  accepted  appoint- 
ments in  connection  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  “ One 
winter,”  according  to  the  Presbyterian 
Witness  of  Halifax,  “ he  l’endered  very 
acceptable  service  at  Bay  of  Islands,  New- 
foundland. He  gave  usefxxl  service  in  many 
other  places,  and  was  greatly  esteemed  and 
beloved  wherever  he  labored.”  Towards 
the  close  of  his  life  Mr.  Stewart  became 
veryinfii-m,  and  at  least  for  three  years  did 
not  attempt  any  public  work.  Last  sum- 
mer, less  than  two  months  before  his  de- 
parture, I had  the  privilege  of  talking  and 
praying  with  him,  and  he  bore  himself  as 
one  who  realized  that  the  end  was  not  far 
away.  On  Friday,  September  29,  1899,  the 
summons  came.  At  Glen  Fern  Cottage, 
where  he  went  to  live  on  his  marriage, 
November  7,  1855,  to  Margaret,  daughter 
of  the  late  Mr.  Daniel  Morrison,  a highly 
esteemed  elder  in  the  Wilmot  Congrega- 
tion, and  where  he  had  brought  up  a family 
of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  thi’ee 
daughters,  he  died,  his  own  the  first  death 
in  that  beautiful  home  on  the  bank  of  the 
Annapolis  River  during  the  long  period  of 
forty-four  years.  In  a private  letter,  his 
son-in-law,  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Strathie,  of 
Truro,  N.  S.,  who  was  there  when  the  change 
camp,  writes  : “ Just  ten  days  before  his 
death  he  took  to  his  bed,  not  through 
choice,  but  through  sheer  inability  to  rise. 
It  was  only  his  own  strong  will  that  had 
kept  him  about  so  long.  Through  these 
ten  days  he  lingered  on  till  about  eleven 
o’clock  Friday  night,  when  his  spirit  passed 
away  very  quietly  and  gently.”  After  a 
simple  funeral  service  at  the  house  on 
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Monday,  by  Rev.  Thomas  McFall,  pastor 
of  the  Cornwallis  Congregation,  his  re- 
mains were  laid  away  in  the  cemetery  ad- 
joining the  church  at  Malvern  Square, 
where  he  preached  so  many  years. 

There  were  peculiarities  in  Mr.  Stewart’s 
style  of  pulpit  address  that  were  open  to 
criticism.  But  his  sermons  were  always 
instructive  and  full  of  the  marrow  of  gospel 
truth,  revealing  an  intimate  acquaintance 


mating  views  of  the  close  and  endearing 
relationship  existing  between  Christ  and 
His  Church.  In  a brief,  but  appreciative 
notice  of  his  life-work,  the  Outlook,  of 
Middleton,  N.  S.,  says,  editorially  : “ He 

preached  the  gospel  faithfully,  and,  al- 
though himself  a minister  of  the  Cove- 
nanter Church,  he  was  full  of  sympathy 
with  every  other  branch  of  Christ’s  Church, 
and  was  as  widely  known  and  as  highly 
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with  the  Scriptures  and  familiarity  with  the 
theology  of  the  Erskines  and  other  emi- 
nent divines  who  lived  and  wrote  at  that 
period  in  the  history  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  On  Communion  Sabbaths  he 
almost  invariably  selected  his  text  from  the 
Song  of  Solomon,  and  following  the  old 
and  popular,  but,  as  it  seems  to  me,  mis- 
taken interpretation  of  that  treatise,  he  was 
able  to  present  to  his  people  most  ani- 


respected  outside  his  own  small  flock  as 
within  it  ” 

Brethren  in  the  ministry  are  passing  away 
from  the  scene  of  earthly  service,  and  each 
removal  is  the  voice  of  the  Master  to  us 
who  are  yet  in  health  and  in  harness,  “ Be 
at  uo  uncertainty  as  to  your  state  before 
God  and  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than 
the  clear  seal  of  the  Spirit  that  you  are 
Christ’s  and  living  for  His  glory.” 
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LIFE  OF  HASS  AN  SULIEMAN 
MAHLOOF. 

( Continued  from  p.  350). 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  personal  narra- 
tive as  given  by  Daoud  to  where  we  left 
him  in  Damascus.  He  says : Mr.  Salim 
Mashaka,  the  interpreter  of  the  English 
Consulate  here,  helped  us  with  the  govern- 
ment, and  after  a month  we  were  placed 
in  a company  of  soldiers  that  were  about 
starting  for  Hama,  but  after  we  had  gone 
five  hours  we  were  returned  to  Damascus 
and  placed  in  the  1st  Battalion  to  be  sent 
away,  so  they  kept  changing  us  from  one 
battalion  to  another,  and  then  they  put 
chains  on  my  feet  and  they  would  not  have 
taken  them  off,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Salim.  Shortly  after  this  Yusif 
and  Salim,  my  companions,  deserted,  but 
I remained  and  spent  most  of  my  time  in 
religious  conversation  with  the  commander 
of  our  thousand.  They  put  me  back  into 
the  prison  the  second  time  by  the  command 
of  the  General,  and  after  three  days  they 
sent  me  mounted  under  guard  to  Beirut. 
On  the  road  the  guard  said  : “ Take  3,000 
piastres  (about  $104)  and  become  a 
Moslem,  and  I will  intercede  for  your  for- 
giveness.” I answered  : “ You  take  3,000 
piastres  and  become  a Christian,  and  I will 
gather  it  for  you  from  the  brethren  at 
Beirut.”  He  answered  me  by  threatening 
me  with  punishment,  and  in  Beirut  I was 
placed  in  a room  about  five  feet  long, 
where  I could  not  sleep  at  full  length. 
Here  I was  left  for  six  days,  and  then  sent 
to  Constantinople,  but  before  the  steamer 
sailed,  the  American  Consul  came  on  board 
and  commended  me  to  the  captain.  We 
were  ten  days  in  reaching  Constantinople  ; 
here  the  custom  house  scribe,  after  looking 
at  my  teskere,  seized  me  by  the  breast  of 
my  coat  and  jerked  me,  and  tore  my  coat 
and  then  they  took  me  to  the  commander, 
and  he  gave  me  into  the  charge  of  the 


colonel,  who  took  me  to  Iske-Sare  and 
placed  me  among  the  soldiers. 

At  the  time  of  prayers  they  told  meTto 
accompany  the  soldiers  to  the  mosque  for 
prayers.  I answered  : “ I will  go  and  pray 
in  the  church,  for  I am  a Christian.”  When 
the  Colonel  heard  that  he  called  the  keeper 
of  the  prison,  and  ordered  that  I be  put  in 
prison,  and  when  I entered  I found  it  a 
very  dark  place,  no  light  entered  except  by 
a small  window,  and  there  were  none  in 
this  prison  except  those  upon  whom  the 
death  sentence  had  been  pronounced  or 
that  of  banishment  for  life,  because  of 
murder  or  treason.  Every  day  we  were 
taken  out  to  sweep  the  yard  and  the  public 
streets.  I was  kept  in  this  place  and  under 
these  conditions  for  four  months ; at  the 
end  of  that  time,  a guard  of  the  General 
came  to  the  place  and  asked  about  me 
saying  : “ Is  this  the  infidel  V I answered, 
“ I thank  God  I am  not  an  infidel,  but  a 
Christian,  a believer.”  He  spat  in  my  face 
many  times,  and  I said,  “ May  the  Lord’s 
name  be  blessed,  but  what  have  I done  ?” 
Then  he  said  to  the  soldier  on  guard,  “ Let 
him  alone  till  he  sleeps,  and  then  place  a 
pillow  on  his  mouth  and  press  on  it  till  he 
dies.”  But  I did  not  lie  down  to  sleep 
that  night,  but  spent  the  whole  night  sitting 
on  my  hunkers  against  the  wall.  The  guard 
came  in  and  looked  at  me  many  times,  and 
said,  “ Ai-e  you  still  awake  ?”  In  the  morn- 
ing a messenger  came  asking,  “ Why  did 
you  not  kill  him?”  and  they  answered,  “ He 
did  not  sleep,”  and  they  said,  “ Kill  him 
whether  he  sleep  or  not.”  This  was 
Sabbath,  and  I prayed  to  God  earnestly 
that  He  would  not  permit  me  to  die  in 
prison.  Before  noon  a man  came  and 
knocked  at  the  door  and  called  me  by  name 
to  come  to  the  General,  and  when  I 
appeared  before  him,  he  said,  “ What  is 
your  request?”  I answered,  “ If  there  is 
no  justice  in  the  capital  of  the  kingdom, 
where  the  fountain  of  justice  is,  where  is  it 
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to  be  found?  I have  committed  no  crime 
worthy  of  this  treatment.”  He  answered, 
“ You  were  a Moslem  honored  by  the  true 
religion.  How  have  you  become  an  infidel? 
This  is  the  greatest  crime  that  a Moslem 
can  commit,  greater  than  murder.’’  I 
answered,  “ I have  not  become  an  infidel, 
but  have  been  led  to  the  truth,  and  I and 
my  wife  and  children  have  accepted  it.” 
He  said,  “ Look  at  the  greatness  of  Islam, 
her  mosques,  her  minarets,  and  the  strength 
of  her  Empire,  and  look  at  the  weakness  of 
the  Christians  and  the  waning  of  their 
power.”  I answered,  “ All  that  does  not 
concern  me,  and  I would  not  say  a word 
about  being  a soldier,  but  will  serve  my 
time  of  service  with  the  utmost  pleasure.” 
Then  he  gave  orders  that  I should  be 
allowed  to  remain  among  the  soldiers,  but 
under  guard  in  my  going  and  coming,  and 
I was  in  this  condition  until  judgment  was 
passed  against  me,  and  my  troubles  in- 
creased ; and  I had  no  appetite  for  food. 
My  case  was  reported  to  the  Commander, 
and  he  sent  me  to  the  hospital,  where  I re- 
mained six  months  until  I regained  my 
strength  and  was  returned  to  my  former 
place  among  the  soldiers.  On  the  day  of 
my  return,  while  sitting  in  the  camp,  I was 
called  to  the  Pasha  to  meet  Mr.  Thomson, 
the  Englishman,  and  Mr.  Herrick,  the 
American,  and  I related  to  them  my  case 
by  the  means  of  an  interpreter,  and  Mr. 
Thomson  said  to  me,  ‘‘  The  Grand  Vizier 
has  given  permission  to  the  English  Am- 
bassador for  you  to  go  with  me  to  the  house 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  you  will  be  re- 
leased, even  if  the  Sultan  Abd-El-Aziz 
himself  was  the  opposer.”  About  the  third 
hour  of  the  same  evening,  they  called  me 
and  said,  “ Arise,  that  we  may  give  you  a 
pass  to  go  out  of  camp.”  And  I found  a 
Lieutenant  and  a band  of  soldiers  waiting 
for  me,  and  they  took  me  and  departed,  I 
not  knowing  where  they  were  going,  and 
after  we  had  walked  about  two  hours,  they 


came  to  a room  and  said  to  me,  “ Go  in 
there  and  sit  down.”  And  they  left  me 
alone  ; then  after  a while  the  Lieutenant 
returned  and  stood,  and  pointing  to  me 
said,  “ That  one  ? ” They  answered,  “ Yes, 
that  one,”  and  I did  not  understand  what 
they  meant.  Then  he  called  me  and  put 
me  in  a car  and  rode  with  me  about  half  of 
the  night  and  till  noon  the  next  day,  and  I 
sat,  not  speaking  a word,  and  not  knowing 
where  they  were  taking  me.  Then  the 
Lieutenant  spoke  to  me  in  Arabic,  and  said, 
“ "What  is  your  case?  I see  that  until  now 
you  have  not  spoken  a word.  What  is  your 
name?”  I answered,  “What  name;  my 
old  name  or  my  new  one  ?”  He  said, 
“ What  do  you  mean  by  olcl  and  new  ? ” I 
answered,  “My  old  name  was  the  ‘ Pleasure 
of  time, ’but  my  new  is  the  ‘ Grief  of  time,’ 
for  the  calamities  of  grief  have  taken 
possession  of  me,  and  I have  been  trans- 
ported from  place  to  place.  I am  a 
Christian  ; I spent  nine  months  in  Damas- 
cus and  here  six,  and  I do  not  know  now 
where  I am  going.” 

He  answered,  “ Because  you  will  not  be- 
come a Moslem  they  are  sending  you  to  the 
Christian  soldiers,  known  as  the  dragoons, 
where  I am,  because  lam,  like  yourself,  a 
Christian.”  We  remained  in  the  car  until 
we  came  to  the  city  of  Adrianople  about 
24  hours  from  the  time  we  left  Constanti- 
nople. It  is  said  to  be  10  days  from 
Constantinople  by  horseback. 

The  Christian  soldiers  were  glad  to  see 
me.  In  the  morning  Ali  Bek,  the  Kai-mu- 
Kam  of  the  soldiers,  came  to  see  me,  and 
said,  “ Is  it  your  purpose  to  turn  people 
upside  down  with  your  errors  ? I will  take 
the  flesh  off  your  body  and  give  it  to  you 
for  food.”  I answered,  “ Fear  not  those 
who  are  able  to  kill  the  body,  but  rather 
fear  ye  Him  who  is  able  to  destroy  both 
soul  and  body.”  He  commanded  them  to 
lay  me  down  to  be  beaten.  I told  him  it 
was  not  necessary  for  anyone  to  lay  me 
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down,  for  I could  lay  myself  down,  and  I 
stretched  myself  upon  the  ground,  and 
they  gave  me  ten  stripes,  and  when  they 
stopped  beating  me,  I sat  up,  and  they 
asked  me  saying,  “ How  do  yon  feel  now 
I answered,  “ I thank  God  who  strengthens 
our  weakness.”  Then  he  commanded  my 
feet  to  be  put  in  chains,  and  they  brought 
a chain  that  weighed  about  18  pounds  and 
bound  me  with  it  and  took  me  to  prison, 
and  he  visited  me  every  day  to  take  my 
confession  or  testimony  to  Mohammed. 
My  answer  was  always  the  same,  “ If  I had 
wanted  to  become  a Moslem  I would  have 
done  so  in  Constantinople  before  the  Sul- 
tan and  his  counselors,  and  would  not 
have  come  to  you.”  I was  left  in  prison 
in  this  condition  ten  days,  and  then  they 
took  me  out  to  the  barracks,  but  kept  me 
under  a guard. 

After  awhile  the  Commander  Hassan 
Pasha  sent  for  me  and  asked  me,  “What  is 
your  religion  V I answered,  “ I am  a 
Christian.”  He  said,  “ Were  your  parents 
Christians?”  I answered,  “I  am  weak  in 
the  Turkish  language,  and  in  Constanti- 
nople they  understood  my  case  well,  you 
can  ask  for  a statement  from  there.”  He 
cursed  me  and  drove  me  from  his  presence. 

I remained  in  this  condition  six  months, 
then  the  Bulgai’ians  rose  in  rebellion 
against  the  Turkish  Government,  and  I was 
given  my  liberty  and  sent  off  with  the 
soldiers  to  the  frontier  of  Bulgaria,  and 
from  there  to  Servia,  and  then  to  the 
Russian  war  and  then  to  the  Greek. 

In  short,  I spent  seven  years  marching 
in  the  cold  and  rain,  in  hunger  and  naked- 
ness, enduring  weariness  and  the  severities 
of  dangers  without  number,  but  through 
all  I openly  confessed,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
my  faith  in  Him  who  loved  me  and  gave 
Himself  for  me. 

After  I had  finished  my  term  of  service 
as  a soldier,  I returned  home  to  my  family 
in  the  Merj ; and  now  for  thirteen  years 


I have  lived,  by  the  help  of  my  Saviour, 
the  doctrine  I profess,  and  am  proclaiming 
the  gospel  of  Him,  who  alone  is  “ the  way, 
the  truth  and  the  life.” 

There  have  been  born  to  me  since  my 
return  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The 
daughter  has  gone  before  me  to  her  Re- 
deemer. 

My  family  at  present  consists  of  my  wife, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  by  the 
grace  of  God  Christiaus.  We  bear  witness 
for  Christ  under  great  fear  from  the  gov- 
ernment. These  few  words  I submit  for 
your  use,  in  the  name  of  Him  who  is  worthy 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit  of  all 
glory  and  honor  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen — 
Daoud  Mahloof.  Henry  Easson. 

(To  be  continued.) 

GOD’S  TEMPLE. 

( Concluded  f rom  page  353.) 

IY.  The  Church  of  Christ  is  the  institute 
of  holiness. — “A  holy  temple.”  The  Jew- 
ish nation  was  holy,  i.  e.,  separated  from 
the  world  and  dedicated  to  God’s  service. 
The  priests  were  holy  and  the  temple  was 
holy,  that  is,  they  were  separated  from  a 
secular  life  and  dedicated  to  a religious 
service.  While  they  kept  the  covenant  en- 
gagements God  dwelt  in  the  temple.  But 
when  they  refused  to  obey  Him,  and  slew 
His  prophets  and  crucified  the  Son  of  God, 
the  God  of  Israel  departed  from  them  and 
Satan  came  in.  The  temple  of  God  be- 
came “ the  synagogue  of  Satan.”  When 
the  disciples  asked  our  Lord  “where”  He 
would  appear  for  judgment,  he  replied: 
“ Wheresoever  the  body  is,  thither  will  the 
eagles  be  gathered  together.”  The  vul- 
tures appear  by  a natural,  necessary  and 
irreversible  law  when  a dead  carcase  is 
left,  and  swoop  down  upon  their  feast  of 
carrion.  The  judgments  of  God  came 
speedily,  necessarily  and  inevitably  upon 
churches  and  nations  that  have  become 
hopelessly  corrupt. 
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The  Eastern  or  Greek  Church  has  to-day 

25.000. 000  people.  It  was  the  Church  of 
the  Apostles.  The  great  preachers  and 
thinkers  of  the  first  centuries  were  hers. 
The  first  Ecumenical  Councils  were  hers. 
But  she  ceased  to  live  in  Christ.  Holiness 
is  the  life  of  the  church.  When  that  is 
gone  the  church  is  dead.  The  same  out- 
ward forms  may  exist,  but  the  body  with- 
out the  soul  is  dead.  “ Without  holiness 
no  man  can  see  the  Lord.”  The  lives  of 
the  people  in  the  Greek  Church  are  utterly 
corrupt.  There  is  no  future  for  that 
Church.  She  is  the  prey  of  the  vultures. 
The  Latin  or  Western  Church  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  Greek  Church.  Like  her  mother, 
she  was  originally  a true  Church  of  Christ. 
But  she  lost  her  life  of  holiness,  and  her 

225.000. 000  are  to-day  a body  of  death. 
The  vultures  are  waiting  for  their  meal  of 
the  carrion. 

The  Reformed  Churches  came  out  of  this 
corrupt  system  in  the  sixteenth  century 
that  they  might  not  be  partakers  in  the 
plagues.  There  is  much  activity  and  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  missions  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  much  conferring  and  exchanging  of 
propositions  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
maintaining  the  brotherly  covenant.  But 
where  is  the  zeal  for  holiness  that  marks 
the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  The  Re- 
formed Churches  are  losing  their  power 
because  the  worldly  spirit  is  supplanting 
the  Holy  Spirit.  A church  court  that  con- 
demns President  McKinley  for  defeating 
the  law  of  Congress  abolishing  the  canteen 
system  in  our  army,  while  it  does  not  sus- 
pend him  from  his  privileges  in  their 
Church ; that  condemns  the  Postmaster- 
General  for  carrying  on  the  United  States 
mail  service  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  yet 
does  not  deprive  him  of  his  privileges  as  a 
member  of  the  Church  ; that  denounces  as 
a flagrant  crime  the  granting  of  licenses  to 
saloons,  and  yet  does  not  suspend  from  his 
privileges  in  the  Church  the  judge  who 


granted  the  license,  or  the  legislator  who 
voted  for  the  license  law,  or  the  legally 
qualified  elector  who  voted  for  the  judge  to 
execute  the  law  and  the  legislator  to  frame 
the  law,  exhibits  signs  of  spiritual  weak- 
ness that  point  to  a speedy  demise.  Our 
Covenanter  fathers  may  have  been  ex- 
tremely rigorous.  But  they  believed  some- 
thing. And  their  convictions  were  trans- 
mitted into  character.  God’s  people  were 
chosen  in  Christ  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  that  they  should  be  holy,  and 
without  blame  before  Him  in  love.  Jesus 
Christ  died  upon  the  cross  that  He  might 
purchase  a peculiar  people  zealous  of  good 
works.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  given  that 
His  Church  might  be  without  spot  or 
wrinkle  or  any  such  thing.  When  Dau- 
necker,  the  German  sculptor,  had  spent 
two  years  on  a marble  statue  of  Christ,  he 
called  a little  girl  into  his  studio  to  see 
what  she  would  think  of  it.  She  said  : “A 
great  man.”  Six  years  more  he  wrought, 
and  then  sought  the  judgment  of  a little 
girl.  After  looking  a while  she  said  : “Suf- 
fer little  children  to  come  unto  me.”  That 
was  enough.  When  Napoleon  asked  him 
to  make  a statue  of  Venus  similar  to  that, 
he  refused : “A  man  who  has  seen  Christ 
would  commit  sacrilege  if  he  should  employ 
his  art  in  carving  a pagan  goddess.  My 
art  is  henceforth  a consecrated  thing.”  The 
believer  is  consecrated.  “ Holiness  to  the 
Lord  ” is  written  upon  his  forehead.  The 
Church’s  power  is  in  the  holy  lives  of  her 
people. 

V.  The  Church  is  to  bring  the  nations  to 
Christ. 

God  was  enthroned  upon  the  mercy-seat, 
between  the  cherubim,  in  the  most  holy 
place  in  the  temple.  From  this  throne  He 
ruled  the  nation  of  Israel  through  the  king 
and  princes,  and  the  Church  through  the 
priests,  and  both  by  the  prophets.  Christ 
has  been  exalted  to  the  throne  of  universal 
dominion.  He  is  the  Head  of  His  Church. 
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He  is  the  King  of  Nations.  And  He  must 
reign  until  His  enemies  be  made  His  foot- 
stool. To  recur  to  the  Saviour’s  parable, 
“ The  Gathering  of  the  Vultures,”  it  is  a 
law  of  the  mediatorial  government  that 
social,  political  and  national  decay  bring 
the  judgments  of  God  upon  any  people 
quickly  and  unavoidably.  Rome  Pagan 
had  unlimited  territory,  a mighty  army, 
boundless  wealth,  a splendid  system  of 
laws,  and  the  accumulated  learning  of  the 
ages.  But  she  had  no  sense  of  justice. 
Righteousness  was  dead.  The  life  of  the 
nation  was  gone.  The  vultures  came  and 
devoured  the  carcase.  The  “ barbarian 
hordes  ” from  the  north  were  the  vultures. 
Three  centuries  ago  Spain  was  the  greatest 
nation  of  Europe.  Her  colonial  possessions 
reached  around  the  world.  Her  army  and 
navy  were  masters  on  sea  and  land.  But 
she  proved  unworthy  of  the  trust.  Instead 
of  justice  and  righteousness  there  was  tyr- 
anny and  oppression.  The  vultures  came. 
Dewey’s  fleet  in  Manila  Bay,  Sampson’s 
fleet  at  Santiago,  Shatter’s  army  in  Cuba 
and  Miles’  in  Porto  Rico,  were  the  vultures 
sent  to  devour  the  carcase.  China  has  re- 
mained a hermit  nation  for  three  thousand 
years.  She  shut  out  the  light  and  lived  in 
darkness.  Her  days  are  numbered.  The 
British  and  German  fleets  on  her  coast  and 
the  Russian  army  on  her  border  are  the 
vultures  waiting  to  devour  her.  The  Brit- 
ish Government  in  India  and  the  European 
Powers  in  the  Congo  Free  States  are  illus- 
trations of  the  same  great  principle. 

Our  national  life  is  in  danger.  “ Right- 
eousness exalteth  a nation,  but  sin  is  a re- 
proach to  any  people.”  If  righteousness 
fail  the  nation  dies.  Our  colored  citizens 
in  the  South  are  wronged,  and  they  have 
no  helpers.  In  1866  the  14th  and  15th 
amendments  to  our  National  Constitution 
were  adopted,  according  to  them  freedom 
and  political  rights.  But  since  then  100,000 
of  them  have  been  slain  because  they  be- 


lieved the  Nation  meant  this  and  essayed  to 
act  accordingly,  and  2,000  of  them  have 
been  brutally  lynched.  Because  they  were 
enslaved  the  vulture  of  war  appeared  in 
1861.  It  is  time  to  look  for  another  vul- 
ture. It  must  be  near  at  hand. 

The  corporations  and  trusts  oppress  and 
defraud  the  working  classes.  The  vulture 
of  strikes  and  riots  are  always  hovering 
over  us.  Our  Nation  ignores  the  King  of 
Kings  in  her  Constitution,  and  the  vulture 
of  ocean  storms  visited  our  coast  last  win- 
ter and  devoured  our  ships,  and  the  Texas 
flood  descends  and  snatches  hundreds  of 
lives  and  millions  of  property,  while  the 
rebellion  in  the  Philippines  continues 
draining  our  resources  and  cutting  off  our 
men.  The  most  sanguine  supporters  of 
the  Administration  in  the  present  conflict 
cannot  disguise  the  fact  that  God  is  allow- 
ing us  to  suffer  in  doing  our  duty.  I can- 
not see  how  our  Government  could  do 
otherwise  than  put  down  the  rebellion  there 
and  enforce  order.  But  the  situation  has 
changed  to  our  hurt.  When  we  were  at 
war  with  Spain,  we  were  assailing  Rome, 
and  our  army  and  navy  were  marvelously 
successful.  But  now  our  Government  is  in 
the  strange  position  of  defending  Rome. 
The  Insurgents  say : “ The  priests  and 
Roman  orders  must  go  and  the  property 
which  they  have  accumulated  by  robbing 
the  people  must  be  confiscated  and  given 
back  to  the  people,  its  rightful  owners.” 
But  our  Government  says : “ No ; the 
priests  shall  be  protected  and  their  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  disturbed.”  Is  it  not  re- 
markable that  the  war  drags  on  and  on, 
without  results,  as  the  “War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion,” until  as  a military  necessity  the  Pres- 
ident declared  the  negroes  free  ? God  will 
not  allow  our  Nation  to  protect  Rome. 
When  the  vulture  of  slavery  devoured  our 
National  body  until  we  suffered,  it  was 
quickly  destroyed.  When  the  Roman  vul- 
ture has  devoured  us  sufficiently  in  the 
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Philippines,  it  will  be  destroyed  there  and 
in  the  West  Indies  and  on  our  own  soil. 
When  the  vulture  of  race  hate  has  reached 
the  quick,  the  Nation  will  arise  and  make 
an  end  of  it.  And  when  the  vulture  of 
trusts  and  syndicates  have  gone  far  enough, 
the  Nation  will  make  a clean  end  of  them. 
There  is  a latent  and  saving  power  in  this 
Nation  of  ours.  Its  languageis:  “I  shall 
not  die,  but  live,  and  shall  the  works  of 
God  discover ; the  Lord  hath  me  chastised 
sore,  but  not  to  death  given  over.” 

VI.  The  Church  instructs  the'  holy 
angels. — “ To  the  intent  that  now  unto  the 
principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places 
might  be  known,  by  the  Church,  the  mani- 
fold wisdom  of  God.” 

The  Arctic  region  remained  hidden  for 
centuries.  One  expedition  after  another 
made  an  attempt  to  reach  the  North  Pole, 
but  many  were  lost  and  all  failed.  Nansen, 
of  Norway,  became  convinced  that  there 
were  drifts  across  the  Arctic  region  from 
North  Siberia  to  North  Greenland,  and  a 
vessel  fixed  in  the  ice  would  be  carried 
across.  He  had  a vessel  built  to  resist  the 
ice-floes,  called  the  Fram.  He  laid  in  pro- 
visions for  five  years.  He  selected  13  men 
to  accompany  him.  They  entered  the  ice 
in  the  fall  of  1893  and  came  out  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1896.  They  found  that  there  were 
currents  under  the  ice  across  the  Polar  Sea. 
The  wind  had  to  do  with  the  ice-drift, 
sometimes  carrying  them  back,  but  as  it 
changed  they  again  moved  forward.  In 
the  waters  there  was  life.  On  the  ice  above 
the  84°  there  were  no  animals  found.  The 
ice  was  upheaved  by  pressure  and  difficult 
to  pass  over.  These  secrets  of  the  “ Far- 
thest North  ” were  brought  to  light. 

God’s  purpose  to  redeem  sinful  men  was 
hidden  in  the  Divine  mind  from  eternity. 
The  angels,  who  had  seen  the  glory  of  God 
in  heaven,  and  had  witnessed  His  justice 
in  punishing  those  that  sinned,  and  had 
seen  His  eternal  power  and  Godhead  in 


creation,  knew  nothing  of  this  redemption 
until  they  heard  the  Lord  make  the  first 
promise  to  our  first  parents  in  Eden.  They 
saw  the  promised  Messiah,  veiled  in  the 
prophecies  and  types  and  history  and  ser- 
vices of  the  Old  Testament.  And  when  He 
became  incarnate,  they  sang : “ Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest.”  And  when  He  hung 
upon  the  cross  they  veiled  the  sun  with 
their  wings.  But  when  He  ascended  they 
shouted  for  joy.  They  are  all  ministering 
spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  to  the  heirs 
of  salvation.  There  is  rejoicing  among  the 
angels  over  every  sinner  that  repen teth. 
They  are  the  body-guard  of  God’s  people. 
The  mountains  were  full  of  horses  and 
chariots  of  fire.  The  angel  Gabriel  was 
commissioned  to  visit  Daniel  and  answer 
his  prayer.  Every  believer  has  a separate 
angel  to  help  him.  “ Their  angels  do  always 
behold  the  face  of  my  Father.”  The  angels 
meet  with  God’s  people  for  public  worship, 
to  hear  the  gospel  preached.  The  Church 
teaches  them  “the  manifold  wisdom  of 
God,”  “ Which  things  the  angels  desire  to 
look  into.”  They  learn  the  extent  of  the 
divine  perfections,  as  revealed  in  redemp- 
tion as  nowhere  else.  They  learn  the  har- 
mony of  the  divine  perfections  as  manifest- 
ed in  the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  His 
glorious  reign.  They  learn  the  eternal  and 
infinite  blessedness  that  flows  from  then- 
exercise,  through  Christ  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  angels  are  intently  interested  in  the 
revelation  of  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God 
in  making  salvation  possible  to  sinful  men. 
No  salvation  was  provided  for  the  angels 
that  kept  not  their  first  estate.  They  are 
filled  with  the  spirit  of  adoration  as  they 
behold  the  wisdom  of  God  that  makes  the 
pardon  of  sin  and  the  restoration  of  the 
sinner  consistent  with  and  gloriously  illus- 
trative of  the  perfections  of  God,  the  sta- 
bility of  the  divine  government  and  the 
majesty  of  the  divine  law.  They  tremble 
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with  awe  and  reverence  as  they  contemplate 
that  redemption  which  in  all  its  history 
from  eternity  to  eternity  reveals  the  heart 
of  Him  who  is  Love,  and  sheds  an  ever- 
increasing  flood  of  light  upon  His  declara- 
tive glory. 

We  name  three  inferences  : 1.  The  great 
guilt  of  those  who  change  the  gospel.  2. 
The  folly  of  those  who  neglect  or  reject  it. 
3.  The  happiness  in  store  for  those  who 
accept  it.  J.  M.  Fosteb. 

Boston , Mass. 

THE  CALLING  OF  PAUL. 

The  life-work  of  St.  Paul  is  a startling 
plea  on  the  behalf  of  missions.  He  may  be 
justly  penned  the  prince  of  Christian  work- 
ers and  the  man  of  the  greatest  power  the 
Church  has  ever  had  in  her  ranks.  He 
must  have  had  great  phgsical  power,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  endure  the  herculean  labors 
and  incessant  ^privations  to  which  he  was 
exposed.  He  must  have  had  uncommon 
intellectual  power,  able  to  hold  its  own 
with  the  giants  of  the  world  of  thought. 
He  must  have  had  great  emotional  power, 
for  he  was  a man  of  many  tears.  He  must 
have  had  an  extraordinary  spiritual  power, 
which  charged  his  soul,  as  electricity  a 
Leyden  jar.  Certainly  he  was  a chosen 
and  a choice  vessel. 

Where,  think  you,  will  his  life-work  be 
centered  ? It  is  a matter  of  considerable 
interest  to  know.  In  war,  our  best  and 
bravest  and  most  experienced  general  would 
be  despatched  to  occupy  the  key  of  the 
whole  position , so  that  we  should  be  able 
to  put  our  finger  on  that  all-important 
point  by  the  knowledge  that  there  the  great 
leader  was  to  be  found.  And  wherever  we 
find  Paul,  we  may  be  sure  that  spot  is  the 
supreme  point  of  interest  and  importance 
for  the  whole  Church  of  Christ. 

We  can  imagine  that  on  his  arrival  in 
Jerusalem,  after  his  conversion,  a confer- 
ence would  take  place  amongst  the  leaders 


of  the  Church,  as  to  where  they  should  locate 
this  strange  new  convert.  The  question 
would  be  whether  they  should  keep  him  at 
home  with  them  in  Jerusalem,  or  send  him 
forth  to  break  up  new  and  unattempted 
lands. 

Surely  the  unanimous  verdict  of  human 
wisdom  would  be  that  he  should  be  kept  at 
home.  Listen  to  some  of  the  speeches  that 
might  have  been  made : 

First  Voice.  “ I think  that  we  should 
do  our  best  to  strengthen  the  base  of  our 
operations.  It  is  all-important  that  the 
Church  should  be  right  at  her  center,  at 
her  heart.  We  shall  do  our  best  for  the 
extremities  by  doing  our  best  for  the  heart. 
Don’t,  on  any  account,  let  Saul  go.  We 
have  lost  much  through  the  persecutions 
which  he  has  set  on  foot ; let  him  do  his 
best  to  repair  the  breaches,  and  to  fill  the 
place  of  the  martyr  Stephen.” 

Second  Voice.  ‘‘I  have  another  argu- 
ment to  the  same  end.  It  seems  to  me 
that  an  inferior  man  will  be  quite  good 
enough  for  pioneer  work  among  the  ruder 
tribes  and  sunken  masses  of  heathen  cities. 
But  at  Jerusalem  you  need  culture  and 
accomplishments ; a man  who  knows  the 
law  and  can  meet  the  Pharisees  and  Sad- 
ducees  on  their  own  ground ; one  who  is 
acquainted  with  rabbinical  literature,  and 
will  command  the  respect  of  the  learned. 
It  is  obvious  that  none  of  our  present 
leaders,  though  they  are  good  men,  make 
any  pretensions  to  education ; indeed,  they 
confess  that  they  are  unlearned  and  igno- 
rant men.  It  really  seems  as  if  the  Lord 
has  sent  this  man,  trained  at  the  feet  of 
Gamaliel,  to  supply  their  lack  of  service.” 

Third  Voice.  “ There  is  another  consid- 
eration which  occurs  to  me.  You  see,  every 
one  in  Jerusalem  knows  this  man.  He  has 
held  the  highest  positions  in  our  state,  and 
has  been  universally  respected  for  his  zeal. 
His  hatred  of  Christianity  has  been  a 
proverb.  If,  now,  you  send  him  away,  all 


Monographs. 


385 


this  will  be  lost  upon  those  who  have 
never  known  his  past  history.  But  if  you 
keep  him  here,  his  presence  cannot  but 
have  a marked  effect.  People  will  be  com- 
pelled to  believe  in  the  power  of  our 
ascended  Lord  when  they  see  the  difference 
between  the  fiery  persecutor  and  the  meek 
disciple.  By  all  means,  therefore,  keep  him 
at  home.” 

Fourth  Voice.  “ I wish  to  add  one  word 
to  those  already  spoken.  I have  had  some 
conversation  with  Saul  himself,  and  I 
gather  that  he  would  himself  prefer  to  stay 
here,  and  he  thinks  he  will  be  able  to  reach 
many  of  his  former  associates.”  (Acts 
23,  18-20.) 

And  so  they  would  put  it  to  the  vote,  and 
carry  it  unanimously,  that  Saul  should  be 
appointed  to  some  office  in  the  home 
church.  But  whilst  they  are  debating  and 
discussing,  he  is  praying  in  the  temple, 
asking  for  guidance,  seeking  the  will  of  his 
Lord.  And  suddenly  there  breaks  upon 
him  the  authoritative  summons  which  leaves 
no  room  for  dispute — “ Depart,  for  I will 
send  thee  far  hence  unto  the  Gentiles.” 
And  so  from  that  moment,  without  rest  or 
pause,  through  successive  missionary  jour- 
neys and  until  he  poured  out  his  life  on  the 
altar  of  the  cause  he  loved  so  well,  he  spent 
himself  for  this  end. 

Here  he  admits  us  to  the  secret  sources 
of  his  life.  If  we  commend  him  for  his 
unparalleled  exertions  in  spreading  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus,  he  hushes  us  by  saying, 
“ Though  I preach  the  gospel,  I have  noth- 
ing to  glory  of,  for  necessity  is  laid  upon 
me.”  If  we  persuade  him  to  rest,  he  re- 
bukes us  by  his  impetuous  outburst,  “ Woe 
is  unto  me  if  I preach  not  the  gospel.” 

Is  not  this  an  enviable  man  ? Do  we  not 
feel  that  he  was  right  ? Do  we  not  long  to 
have  something  of  the  same  zeal  burning  in 
our  hearts  ? Do  we  not  resolve  to  take 
any  means  to  possess  the  missionary  pas- 
sion which  swept  him  from  land  to  land, 


scattering  the  seeds  of  that  mighty  harvest 
which  is  now  waving  through  Christendom. 
— Bev.  F.  B.  Meyer , B.  A.,  in  Begions 
Beyond. 

MISSIONARY  COURAGE. 

At  the  anniversary  of  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society  Principal  Farbairn  said : 
Many  a time  the  men  of  arms  or  the  men  of 
law,  or  still  more,  the  men  of  wealth,  may 
turn  haughtily  upon  the  missionary  and 
ask  why  he  is  there  ? He  is  there  in  obedi- 
ence to  a grander  courage,  in  fulfilment  of 
a higher  function  than  their  own.  Think 
what  he  faces.  There  is  a people  far  older 
than  we,  civilized  when  we  were  savage; 
there  is  a people  with  a classic  literature 
older  than  our  own,  full  of  tales  and  full  of 
heroism  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  Hindu. 
There  is  a religion  imbedded  in  custom, 
revered  and  worshiped,  embalmed  in 
memory,  consecrated  by  victory  and  defeat, 
dear  to  all  hearts,  holding  many  minds. 
There  is  a great  social  system  wherein  the 
individual  counts  for  nothing,  and  the  caste 
and  the  family  and  the  guild  are  all  in  all. 
To  change  that  is  almost  like  trying  to  lift 
by  persuasion  the  earth  from  its  very  axis. 
Yet  this  is  what  the  missionary  faces  in 
India,  a land  and  people  less  open  to  con- 
quest, more  deeply  imbedded  in  the  past, 
moi'e  profoundly  guarded  by  sacred  asso- 
ciations than  those  the  soldier  or  the  civil- 
ian can  face ; and  the  missionary  faces  them 
without  arms  in  his  hand,  without  an  Im- 
perial power  behind  him,  faces  them  in  the 
power  of  a great  faith,  in  whose  strength 
he  hopes  to  overcome  and  prevail.  There 
he  lives,  there  he  works,  and  the  wonder  is 
that  he  does  not  in  dismay  die,  that  he 
does  not  in  shame  retreat,  that  he  still 
lives,  still  works,  and  still  carries  on  his 
great  attempt,  the  grandest  example  of 
heroism  and  of  audacity  in  the  whole  his- 
tory of  our  English  race.  But  you  can- 
not think  what  it  means  unless  you  go 
and  face  it. 
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— Thirteen  years  ago  the  initial  number 
of  the  Herald  of  Mission  News  was  issued 
with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  Its  object  was  to  call  attention 
to  the  missionary  operations  of  the  Church, 
by  furnishing  the  people  once  a month  with 
news  fresh  from  the  field,  and  articles  on 
different  aspects  of  evangelistic  work.  For 
two  years  the  mechanical  make-up  of  the 
journal  was  so  inferior  and  the  mailing  so 
irregular  as  to  imperil  its  existence.  But  a 
thousand  subscribers  continued  to  send  in 
their  names,  obviously  for  the  sake  of  the 
cause,  and  not  because  the  magazine  had 
any  attractiveness  for  the  eye.  In  1889, 
however,  the  printing  and  mailing  were 
transferred  to  a responsible  firm  in  New 
York,  that,  having  a certain  pride  in  the 
appearance  of  a periodical  bearing  its  im- 
print, recommended  better  material  and 
made  other  valuable  suggestions ; the  re- 
sult wras  a widening  of  the  circulation 
that  justified  a gradual  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  paper  until,  in  1898,  it  appeared 
under  the  name  of  Olive  Trees  as  a 32-page 
journal,  and  in  a few  weeks  hundreds  of 
names  were  added  to  its  mailing  list,  the 
price  remaining  at  fifty  cents. 

Olive  Trees  has  never  faltered  in  loyalty 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished, grateful  for  encouraging  words  and 
heedless  of  adverse  criticism.  Hearty 
thanks  are  due  to  pastors  and  others  who 
have  enriched  its  pages  with  their  best 
thoughts  on  topics  of  everyday  interest,  and 
also  to  friends  who  have  contributed  items 
of  news  at  home  and  abroad.  And  their 
co-operation  is  solicited  for  another  year. 

The  question  of  continuing  or  suspending 
the  publication  of  Olive  Trees  with  this  issue 
has  been  a difficult  one  to  decide,  for  reasons 
largely  personal  and  private.  Whether  the 
decision  to  remain  in  the  field  at  work  for 


at  least  another  year  is  wise  or  not  remains 
to  be  seen.  But  many  whose  judgment  is 
worthy  of  respectful  attention  seem  to  feel 
that  missionary  interests  demand  this 
course.  One  says,  “ Hold  on  to  Olive 
Trees.”  Another  says,  “ Here  is  a dollar 
instead  of  fifty  cents  for  1900.”  Another 
says,  “ I beg  you  not  to  give  up  the  paper. 
I think  you  are  wrong  on  some  questions 
on  which  Covenanters  disagree,  but  the 
Church  needs  your  magazine  very  much 
and  all  the  time.”  These  extracts  reflect 
the  feeling  of  influential  constituencies  in 
different  parts  of  the  Church. 

— Olive  Trees  calls  the  attention  of  its 
readers  to  the  following  facts  : 

1.  Its  terms  are  fifty  cents  a year  in  ad- 
vance, and  all  renewals  for  1900  are  due  on 
New  Year’s  Day.  See  2d  p.  cover. 

2.  Subscribers  who  have  allowed  them- 
selves to  drop  into  arrears  should  send  for- 
ward, as  soon  as  possible,  one  dollar  for 
1899  and  1900. 

3.  The  paper  is  mailed  to  each  subscriber 
until  notice  is  received  to  discontinue 
it,  and  bills  will  be  sent  at  the  end  of  this 
year  to  all  who  are  delinquent. 

4.  The  date  when  the  subscription  ex- 
pires is  written  distinctly  on  the  wrapper 
of  each  number. 

5.  Any  one  who  loves  the  Missions,  and 
yet  is  unable  to  pay,  can  have  the  magazine 
free  for  a year  by  writing  a confidential 
letter  to  the  editor. 

— Olive  Trees  has  received  from  Miss 
Annie  L.  Morton,  Second  Boston  Church, 
two  dollars  for  the  Syrian,  two  dollars  for 
the  Chinese,  and  two  dollars  for  the  South- 
ern Mission.  The  money  has  been  passed 
on  to  the  Treasurers. 

— A private  letter  from  Rev.  Thos.  Mc- 
Fall,  of  Somerset,  N.  S.,  reports  a good 
lecture  from  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds  in  Octo- 
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ber,  and  one  that  delighted  the  people. 
Then  follows  this  item  of  good  news : 
“After giving  him  $10 for  expenses, we  had 
$22  left  for  the  Foreign  Mission,  and  this 
is  not  to  interfere  with  our  collection  on 
first  Sabbath  of  December.’’ 

— When  ordering  a map  of  our  Mission 
fields  a few  weeks  ago,  Rev.  A.  A.  Samson, 
of  New  Concord,  O.,  sent  $1.25  over  the 
price,  which  he  has  instructed  us  to  trans- 
fer to  Ti’easurer  Walter  T.  Miller,  for  the 
Mission  House  at  Larnaca,  Cyprus. 

— A letter  from  Rev.  R.  H.  Martin  in- 
forms us  that  the  Christian  Endeavor  So- 
ciety of  College  Hill  Congregation,  Beaver 
Falls,  Pa.,  which  already  pays  for  a cot  in 
Latakia  Hospital,  has  decided  to  support  a 
helper  in  one  of  the  Mission  fields  for  a 
year.  More  than  ninety  dollars  have  been 
pledged  in  weekly  offerings  for  the  purpose, 
and  a few  of  the  thirty  members  have  not 
yet  had  an  opportunity  to  sign  their  names 
to  the  subscription  paper.  The  sugges- 
tion of  the  pastor  that  “in  raising  the 
money  we  spend  less  for  things  we  do  not 
actually  need  or  at  least  can  get  along 
without,  and  thus  not  cut  down  contribu- 
tions to  other  work,”  is  an  excellent  one. 
Contributions  made  in  this  spirit  are  a sub- 
stantial gain.  And  we  pass  the  suggestion 
on  to  other  societies. 

— The  Mission  El-Eman  is  indebted  to 
Mrs.  Isabella  Torrens  for  $10,  and  to  Mr. 
Thos.  E.  Greacen,  for  $171,  rent  of  room. 

— The  man  who  claims  to  be  a follower 
of  Christ  and  does  not  give  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel  at  home  and  the  extension 
of  Christianity  in  the  world  on  principle 
rather  than  on  impulse  is  his  own  enemy. 
God  says : “ Honor  the  Lord  with  thy  sub- 
stance, and  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  thine 
increase  : so  shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with 
plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with 
new  wine.”  And  again : “ Bring  ye  all 
the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me 


now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if 
I will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven, 
and  pour  you  out  a blessing  that  there 
shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it.” 
Thousands  cau  testify  that  these  promises 
have  been  fulfilled  to  them  in  a wonderful 
manner.  An  exchange  tells  us  that  there 
is  a man  in  the  East  whose  work  is  stimu- 
lated by  the  thought  that  his  toil  sustains 
eight  missionaries.  A firm  in  the  West 
has  increased  its  business  four  hundred  per 
cent,  since  it  began  tithing  its  profits,  apart 
from  the  personal  giving  of  its  members. 
A dozen  missionaries  are  supported  from 
a third  of  the  profits  of  still  another  firm 
whose  business  tripled  in  the  hard  times. 

— A cable  telegram  from  Mersina,  Asia 
Minor,  announces  the  safe  arrival  at  that  port 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dodds,  Thursday, 
November  16.  Mr.  Dodds  was  thought- 
ful enough  to  advise  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Board  at  every  point  of 
their  progress.  And  the  report  was  always 
a safe,  prosperous  and  delightful  journey. 
Surely  the  churches  have  cause  to  thank 
God  for  His  goodness  to  their  representa- 
tives. 

— In  a letter  written,  October  23,  on 
board  the  “ Empress  of  India,”  within 
sight  of  the  islands  of  Japan,  Rev.  Elmer 
McBurney  says  : “ We  are  due  in  Hong 

Kong  the  31st  of  this  month,  and  three 
days  will  complete  my  journey  to  Tak 
Hing  Chau.  The  voyage  out  so  far  has 
been  very  pleasant  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  stormy  days.  There  is  quite  a number 
of  missionaries  returning  to  their  places  of 
labor  by  this  vessel,  some  of  whom  I have 
met  before  in  China,  and  I enjoy  their  com- 
pany.” 

— Rev.  Louis  Meyer  attended  and  was 
a prominent  speaker  at  the  Third  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Chicago  Hebrew  Mis- 
sion in  October  of  this  year.  His  address 
on  the  “ Evangelization  of  the  Jews”  will 
appear  in  Olive  Trees. 
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— The  monograph  on  “Robert  Miller 
Stewart  ” (see  p.  373)  concludes  our 
sketches  of  the  four  ministers  who  were 
sent  to  the  Lower  Provinces  of  Canada 
during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century 
by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland.  These  articles  are  correct  history, 
all  dates  and  facts  having  been  obtained 
from  official  records,  manuscript  letters, 
and  the  lips  of  the  men  themselves.  A 
brief  reference  to  other  laborers  who  were 
at  different  times  associated  with  them  will 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  story  of  their 
work.  It  is  intended  also  to  give  our 
readers  an  account  of  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rianism in  the  Provinces  from  the  time  that 
the  lives  of  these  four  missionaries  cover  to 
the  close  of  the  century. 

— The  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  New 
York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  has  sent  us — 

Laos  Eolk  Lore  of  Farther  India , By 
Katherine  Neville  Fleeson,  with  illustra- 
tions from  photographs  taken  by  W.  A. 
Briggs,  M.  D. 

In  his  introduction  to  this  little  volume, 
Willis  G.  Craig,  of  McCormick  Theological 
Semi  nary,  Chicago,  says:  “Living  among  the 
Laos  in  the  friendly  and  intimate  relation  of 
a missionary,  the  translator  has  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  long  residence  and  unrivalled 
opportunity  for  understanding  the  history, 
customs,  religious  ideas  and  aspirations  of 
this  interesting  people.  Aptness  in  use  of 
their  colloquial  speech  gave  her  special  fa- 
cility for  gathering  the  stories  with  exact- 
ness as  they  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  nar- 
rators in  her  hearing,  and  for  the  delicate 
task  of  translating  them  into  English. 
The  scholar  who  is  a student  of  the  world’s 
Folk  Lore  may  be  assured  that  he  has 


here  the  Laos  tales  unobscured,  just  as  they 
are  told  to  day. 

“ Reflecting,  as  they  do,  thoughts,  desires 
and  hopes  common  to  our  humanity,  these 
stories  at  the  same  time  exhibit,  in  a pa- 
thetic way,  the  need  in  Laos  of  the  uplift-* 
ing  and  transforming  power  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion.” 

The  price  of  this  book  is  75  cents. 

— R.  A.  H.  Morrow,  publisher,  59  Garden 
Street,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  has  sent  us  a pecu- 
liarly interesting  little  volume  entitled, 
The  Bible  Vindicated  by  Marvellous  Dis- 
coveries in  Scripture  Lands.  The  avowed 
purpose  of  the  author  is,  “ to  strengthen 
the  faith  of  the  Christian  in  the  genuineness 
of  God’s  word,  remove  the  doubt  of  the 
skeptic,  and  encourage  all  classes  of  readers 
to  a more  diligent  study  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures.” And  admirably  has  he  accomplished 
his  task.  With  great  industry  he  has 
gathered  from  sources  within  the  reach  of 
only  a few  facts  and  incidents  that  show 
the  accuracy  of  Bible  history.  Witnesses 
that  have  been  slumbering  for  centuries  in 
old-world  graves  come  forth  at  the  bidding 
of  modern  research,  to  testify  that  every 
word  of  God  is  true.  In  the  present  day, 
when  false  teaching  is  so  ripe  and  infidelity, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  professing  Church, 
is  seeking  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  in- 
errancy of  the  Bible,  and  thus  undermine 
the  foundations,  this  book  should  be  in 
every  home.  It  is  written  in  a very  fasci- 
nating style,  and  reveals  on  every  page  a 
devout  reverence  for  God.  It  merits  a 
wide  circulation  and  we  cordially  commend 
it  to  our  readers. 

The  publisher  will  mail  it,  postage  paid, 
on  receipt  of  40  cents. 


Olive  Trees  wishes  all  its  readers  a Happy  New  Year. 
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THE  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL  REFORM  ASSOCIATION 

In  Broadway  Tabernacle,  New  York,  December  5-7. 

The  alarming  growth  of  Sabbath  desecration,  the  defiant  aggressions  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and 
the  loosening  of  the  hands  of  family  life  ought  to  lead  every  friend  of  his  country  to  know  and  feel 
that  there  is  something  radically  wrong  with  this  nation.  It  has  cast  God  off.  It  lias  set  aside  His 
law,  and  hence  it  has  gone  wickedly  into  legalized  complicity  with  such  evils.  Can  God’s  people  be 
innocent  while  they  stand  by  and  say  nothing  ? Or  sit  by  and  do  nothing  ? Let  us  cry  out  at  least ! 
Let  us  protest ! Let  us  agitate  and  alarm  the  nation,  before  its  judgment  doom  may  overtake  it. 
This  convention  is  to  sound  the  protest  and  utter  the  warning.  Its  closing  feature  is  to  be  a move- 
ment against  seven-day  journalism.  Every  man  and  woman  who  can  come  to  this  convention  ought 
to  come,  and  take  his  stand  for  Goa  and  the  right. 


Entbbxd  as  Second  Class  Matter  at  New  Yore  Post  Optic* 


0'  Neill's, 

6th  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York. 


(Christmas  Gifts! 

Christmas  is  coming  and  the  store  will  soon  be  crowded 
with  eager  buyers.  Why  not  do  your  holiday  shopping  now 
and  avoid  the  pushing  and  jostling  to  which  you  would  be 
subjected  later  on?  And  then  besides,  the  assortments  are 
complete  now  and  you  have  a better  choice.  Almost  every- 
thing that  is  new  and  appropriate  for  holiday  giving  is  here. 

LAMPS,  BRIC-A-BRAC,  BRONZES, 

FANCY  CHINA,  CUT  GLASS,  FINE  FURNITURE, 

FURS  AND  FUR  GARMENTS, 

MEN’S  NECKWEAR,  SMOKING  JACKETS, 

CANES,  UMBRELLAS,  JEWELRY,  LEATHER  GOODS, 
BICYCLES,  CAMERAS,  ETC.,  ETC. 

The  prices  are  exceptionally  moderate  this  season,  low 
enough  to  enable  you,  perhaps,  to  be  more  generous  than 
you  anticipated. 


Sixth  Ave.,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York. 


